Q2 03 – PornographyRETHINK


MINISTRY TEAM EMPOWERMENT
- You will need group leaders who have PRACTICED leading the crowdbreaker Mr. Boodle in advance. They need to really have their lines down to keep this moving quickly. Play it with your ministry leader team first. This crowdbreaker is worth the prep time!
· For the discussion tonight on pornography, the guys and girls will be separated. Spend time prepping your ministry leaders so they are prepared to facilitate the discussion. 
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https://open.spotify.com/user/campuslife1965


[image: ]

· Projector 
· Sound 
· Cards from “Taboo” game.
· 60 second Timer 
· Note Cards
· Pens 
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Welcome back to week three of our ReThink series.  We are trying to see through some of the false statements our culture makes about some pretty big topics.  Last week we looked at substance abuse.  Tonight we are going to tackle pornography.  But first, let’s see how well you handle the pressure of this game:
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MR. BOODLE
DIRECTIONS:
· Divide into groups of about 15 to 20 and give the directions there.
· Sit in a circle and number off around the circle.. 
· They keep the same number throughout the game.
· The object of this game is to work your way up to the first place and stay there.
· The "caller" runs the game.
1. Caller: "Mr. Boodle has lost his noodle and can't tell where to find it.  Number X knows where to find it…..number X to the foot. Before the caller completes "number X to the foot," 
2. Number X must answer: "Who sir, me sir?"
3. Caller: "Yes sir, you sir"
4. Number X: "No sir, not I sir"
5. Caller: "Who sir then sir?"
6. Number X: "Number Y sir"
7. Caller: "Number Y to the foot"
8. Number Y:"Who sir, me sir?" ETC...
· If caller says, "to the foot" before the number says, "who sir, me sir?" that person goes to the foot (the last place in the circle).  Everyone else moves up one (but still keeps their same number). 
· If a person calls the foot's number, they trade places.  Start off slow, then pick up the pace.
· NOTE: It is helpful to write Number X's three responses on a poster board so they can learn them quicker. Emphasize that all they really have to know is , Who sir, me sir?”  We know this sounds bizarre, but it's a money-back-guaranteed Crowdbreaker.
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HEADS OR TAILS 
DIRECTIONS:
· This is a quick true or false game that involves the entire group at the same time. All participants begin by standing up, and facing the leader. The leader then says a statement (for example, “tomatoes are a vegetable”). Individually, participants decide whether they think the statement is true, by putting their hands on their head, or false, by putting their hands on their bottom. Once every participant has decided (the leader may want to countdown from 5 to speed this up), the correct answer is revealed, and all participants who guessed correctly remain standing for the next round, while all who guessed incorrectly sit down and are out. Repeat until there is one person left standing.
STATEMENTS: 
· Canberra is the capital of Australia (True)
· spiders have 6 legs (False)
· Chris Hemsworth got his acting start as Thor (False).  
· Banging your head against a wall burns 150 calories an hour. (True)
· When hippos are upset, their sweat turns red (True)
· A flock of crows is known as a murder (True)
· Human saliva has a boiling point the same as regular water (False) – it’s actually 3 times the amount
· Billy goats urinate on their own heads to repel annoying insects (False) - it’s actually to smell more attractive to females
· A sheep, a duck and a rooster were the first passengers in a hot air balloon (True)
· Tokyo is the largest city in the world (True)
· Smearing a small amount of dog feces on an insect bite will relieve the itching and swelling (True)
· Miley Cyrus’ real name is Destiny Hope Cyrus (True)
· Tom Hanks was the voice of Buzz Lightyear in all the Toy Story films (False) 
· Nearly three percent of the ice in Antarctic glaciers is penguin urine (True)
· In Australia, in the 1880’s, “Pants” was considered a dirty word. (False) – it was actually in England
· Thomas Jefferson grew Marijuana in his garden (False) – It was actually George Washington
· Portland is the capital of the state Oregon (False) – Salem 
· Ants are capable of carrying things 50 times their weight (True)
· Instagram and Snapchat are the most used social media sites among American teens. (True)
· The national animal of Scotland is the Unicorn (True)

Everyone who is still standing wins! 
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TABOO 
ITEMS NEEDED:
[  ] Cards from “Taboo” game.
DIRECTIONS:
· 3 guys / 3 girls
· See how many words (cards) they can get their team to guess in 60 seconds.
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In our series ReThink, we are talking about how we want to think differently than what the world says about things. Too often we just go along with the crowd without checking ahead to see where they are headed!  As we discussed last week, that is definitely true about alcohol and drugs.  And it is more true everyday about pornography.  

I hope we can handle tonight as “mature high school students” so it is really worthwhile for everyone.  Porn has always been around, but the internet has made it more accessible than ever.  We often hear that: “It’s natural.”  “It’s just consenting adults.”  “It’s no big deal.”  

But we think it may just be a big deal: 
· Pornographic sites make up 30% of the internet 
· 93% of boys and 62% of girls have seen online pornography before age 18.
· Studies have found that frequency of porn use correlates with depression, anxiety, stress, and social problems. 
· The Department of Justice and the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children both recognize that pornography is an element that adds to the serious problem of sex trafficking
· New research from security technology companies suggests that children under the age of 10 now account for 1 in 10 visitors to porn video sites.
· Porn sites get more visitors each month than netflix, amazon, and twitter combined.

Lets check out some more information about Pornography:

FIGHT THE NEW DRUG - We need to talk… about porn. (Available on YFC Impact)
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Separate guys and girls for discussion.					 			
1. What stood out to you in the video?
2. Why is pornography so widely viewed by teens today?			
3. What impact do you think porn has on how teens see the opposite sex? (guys and girls) 
4. What might be some of the other negative impacts of porn?
5. Do you have anything else to say, or anything to ask?
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Guys Watch: “Mark’s Story” (Available on Impact)
Girls Watch: “Hallah’s Story” (Available on Impact)

Culture tells us that pornography isn’t a big deal. But do the facts support that opinion?

Relevant Magazine wrote this (display if possible - it is pretty long to just listen to):

“When someone is engaging in the consumption of pornography, they’re knocking at the door of a real physical connection. And while there may be screens or magazine pages between the victim and the consumer, the mind, heart and body are still behaving in similar ways.

Engaging in pornography is so addictive not just because it alleviates some sexual tension—but because for a moment, it makes the person feel human, loved, spiritually connected, and not alone. 

Those feelings, when appropriately expressed and realized within the context of marriage, are breathtaking. But when they’re tapped into via a fleeting moment of internet content, there is no question that what’s happening is well outside of God’s design for sex.”

The article goes on to say: “Knowing why pornography is wrong is never going to make anyone stop engaging in it. It may guilt, shame, and subsequently white-knuckle them into trying to stop. But until a person gets deeper into their story and starts to realize why there’s such a need for connection (and where that connection has been lost) they will never be able to break this addiction.” (https://relevantmagazine.com/life5/relationships/whats-big-deal-porn/)

So I want you to hear me clearly tonight. If this is your struggle... tonight could be the start of new journey for you.  There is no one in this room that is shocked that you are dealing with this. There is no one in this room that is upset you’re dealing with this.  Most importantly there is a God who knows your struggles and still loves you anyway.  

Bottom Line: Porn IS a big deal. 
It hurts those involved in it and it hurts our ability to appreciate the opposite sex for everything God made them to be, and to see them as real people, not just objects of lust.

King David had a problem with lust that led him to commit adultery. Take David’s challenge: “I will not set before my eyes anything that is worthless” (Psalm 101:3).  You choose what you put into your mind.    

RESPONSE
As we end tonight the team is coming around with note cards. Over the past two weeks we have hit some really hard topics: Substance abuse and pornography. On these cards simply write down your name and your number and any thoughts about what we’ve covered these past few weeks.  If you are struggling in any of these areas, please let us know. If you’d like to talk, we want to help.  At the end I want everyone to fold their cards up and drop them in the box on the way out. 
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