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Welcome to the exciting conclusion of our series, Life is a Story.  Everybody is living out a script, with a role, and plenty of big moments.  Everybody!  We all also have people who are heroes to us - both imaginary and real!        
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CROW’S NEST: FAMOUS PEOPLE/HERO VERSION
ITEMS NEEDED:
[  ] Music – superhero theme songs
DIRECTIONS :
1. When the music starts, mill around greeting people and being friendly. 
2. When the music stops I will call out one of three “super-hero” groupings which you will try to form as quickly as possible (have a couple of staff demonstrate)
a. 2 person – Hollywood Celebrities – One person “dips” another like the famous kissing scenes. 
b. 3 person – Sport Stars – 3 form a goal post (two standing 3-4 feet apart, holding third person between them like the crossbar.
c. 4 person – Super Heroes - Thor (hammer above his head), Capt. America (salutes), Black Widow (pointing a pistol) and the Hulk (being the HULK).  
3. Eliminate anyone that does not successfully get into a group, or if everyone gets into a group eliminate the last group or two to do so.
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DANCE OFF 
ITEMS NEEDED:
[  ] Pair of rubber dishwashing gloves
[  ] A loose-fitting hat 
[  ] Pair of slippers
[  ] Hot current song
DIRECTIONS: 
· One volunteer from each class.
· Have them put on the slippers, hat, and gloves
· Play 30 seconds of dance music.
· They attempt to “dance off” the items.  
· Test your items to make sure it is possible, but not too easy!
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If you were here last week we watched the big moments in movies and typically those big moments deal with the hero of the story. This montage highlights the heroes from our favorite movies. 
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Hero Montage 
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1. It is amazing how many “hero” stories we know. Which one is your favorite?
2. Who do you consider real life heroes?
3. Do you think Jesus could have been in the hero video? Why, or why not?
4. Why do you think so many people basically ignore Jesus, even though 85% say they believe in God?
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Here’s tonight’s bedtime story.  Listen carefully. 
Read HUMPTY DUMPTY REVISITED PART ONE (attached)
We can choose to change our thoughts (post or display).
What reasons did Humpty Dumpty give for not wanting to change?
“I’ve gotten used to this new way of life.”
“This must be the garden spot of the world.”
“I’m not ready to make a commitment like that.” (At least he understood it was a commitment!)
Read HUMPTY DUMPTY REVISITED PART TWO (post or display).
We can choose to change our attitudes. (post or display).
Humpty Dumpty decided he did need the King’s help and allowed him to complete the first extreme makeover in nursery rhyme history! The King represents how God responds to us if we ask for his help – “immediately the King knelt on the glass-covered pavement.”  God wants to get involved in our lives if we invite him to.  If you are you ready to say, "My King," you can because we know these three statements are true:
1)  God loves you and created you to have a personal RELATIONSHIP with him. (post or display). 
Like Humpty, we start out whole.  The Bible says God knit us together in our mother’s womb (Psalm 139:13).  No matter how bad we fall apart, he knows how to put us together again.

2)  We RESIST having a personal relationship with God.(post or display).
Humpty was found scattered over a ten-foot circle amidst the broken glass and flattened beer cans of a back alley.  When the "King" came to help, Humpty said, "Leave me alone, I like it here.  I've gotten used to this new way of life...this must be the garden spot of the world."  Our attitude of ignoring or resisting God is what the Bible calls sin and the Bible says everyone has sinned (Romans 3:23).   Sin causes a gap between God (who is perfect) and us (we are not!).  Death, which means eternal separation from God, is the penalty for our sin. And just like in the story, if we refuse God's help, he doesn't force himself on us.  He leaves us alone!   

3)  Jesus came to RESTORE our relationship with God.(post or display).
After living in the back alley for a year, Humpty was ready to admit he didn't have it made after all.  Admitting it is the hard part.  Finding a solution is the easy part. God, because of his love for us, provided a way through Jesus Christ.  This is the way Jesus himself put it, "I am the way, the truth, and the life... no one can get to the Father except by means of me (John 14:6)."  Jesus lived a perfect life, died to pay the penalty for our sin, and rose from the dead to prove God has power over death, and the power to promise eternal life.
 
And now, the rest of the story:
Read HUMPTY DUMPTY REVISITED PART THREE
As we begin to live life “together” with Jesus, we start to look just like him.  In his book entitled, “Just like Jesus,” Max Lucado writes, “God loves you just the way you are but he refuses to leave you that way.  He wants you to be just like Jesus.”  
We can choose to change our thoughts and attitudes, but nothing really changes until we choose to change our actions (post or display). – which is the fourth and final truth to God’s story - repeat the first three, then add the fourth:

4)  We must personally RESPOND by choosing to follow Jesus.(post or display).
The Bible says, "Now change your mind and attitude to God and turn to him so he can cleanse away your sins" (Acts 3:19).  The King offered Humpty the chance to be made whole again, but Humpty had to decide.  Once he did, the story says, "immediately the King fell to his knees on the glass covered pavement." 

5) Our decision to follow Jesus begins a life-long journey. We REMAIN in a relationship with Jesus.  (post or display).

As you think about changing your attitude and thoughts about a relationship with God, and maybe even taking some action, each of us is in one of four places.

Refer to the choices on a response card - Not ready to make a commitment, want to make a commitment, want to make a re-commitment, already a Christian).

Pray a prayer for commitments and recommitments.

Ask for a written response so that the staff knows where they are at (sample attached).

Initiate the follow-up process by announcing there will be a small group and/or that staff will give them a call or Facebook message.
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Two words: Follow Up.


HUMPTY DUMPTY REVISITED

By Vic Pentz
Humpty Dumpty sat on the wall
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall
All the King's horses and all the King's men
Couldn't put Humpty together again
 
But soon the King himself heard of Humpty's fate.  And he was deeply disturbed.  So, setting aside his royal finery, disguised as a common peasant, the King slipped unnoticed through the majestic palace gates and into the rough-and-tumble street life of his kingdom.  The King meandered through the back streets and alleys in search of Humpty.  After several days and nights the persistent monarch found him.  Humpty's shattered body was scattered over a ten-foot-circle amidst the broken glass and flattened beer cans of a back alley.
Though weak from his searching, the King was overjoyed at the sight of Humpty.  He ran to his side and cried, "Humpty!  It is I--your King!  I have powers greater than those of my horses and men who failed to put you together again.  Be at peace.  I am here to help!"
 
"Leave me alone," Humpty's mouth retorted. "I've gotten used to this new way of life.  I kind of like it now."
 
"But--" was all the King could get out before Humpty continued.
 
"I tell you, I'm fine.  I like it here.  That trash can over there...the way the sun sparkles on the broken glass.  This must be the garden spot of the world!"
 
The King tried again.  "I assure you my kingdom has much more to offer than this back alley--there are green mountains, rolling surf, exciting cities..."
 
But Humpty would hear none of it.  And the saddened King returned to the palace.
 
A week later one of Humpty's eyes rolled skyward only to see once again the concerned face of the King standing over his fractured pieces - "I've come to help," firmly stated the King.
 
"Look, leave me alone, will you?" said Humpty.  I've just seen my psychiatrist, and he assures me that I'm doing a fine job of coping with my environment as it is.  You're a cop-out.  A man has to deal with life as it comes, I'm a realist."
 
"But wouldn't you rather walk?" asked the King. 
 
"Look," Humpty's mouth replied, "once I get up and start walking I'll have to stay up and keep walking.  At this point in my life I'm not ready to make a commitment like that.  So, if you'll excuse me--you're blocking my sun."
 
Reluctantly the King turned once again and walked through the streets of his kingdom back to the palace.
 

 
PART TWO
 
It was over a year before the King ventured to return to Humpty's side.  But, sure enough, one bright morning one of Humpty's ears perked up at the sure, steady strides of the King.  This time he was ready.  Humpty's eye turned toward the tall figure just as his mouth managed the word, "My King!"
 
Immediately the King fell to his knees on the glass-covered pavement.  His strong, knowing hands gently began to piece together Humpty's fragments.  After some time, his work completed, the King rose to full height, pulling up with him the figure of a strong young man.
 

PART THREE

The two walked throughout the kingdom.  Together they stood atop lush green mountains.  They ran together along deserted beaches.  They laughed and joked together as they strolled the gleaming cities of the King's domain.  This went on forever.  And to the depth, breadth, and height of their friendship there was no end.
 
Once while walking together down the sidewalk in one of the King's cities, Humpty overheard a remark that made his heart leap with both the joy of his new life and the bitter memory of the back alley.  
 
Someone said, "Say, who are those two men?"
 
Another replied, "Why, the one on the left is old Humpty Dumpty.  I don't know the one on the right--but they sure look like brothers!"
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