
02 - WHAT IS YOUR ROLE? LIFE IS A STORY
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https://open.spotify.com/user/campuslife1965
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Welcome back to “Life is a Story”.  Your story is real.  And it can be amazing!  Last week we talked about your script.  Tonight we ask, what is your role?  We actually spend a lifetime trying to figure that out - beginning with how others see us, whether they accept us and whether they love us…
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DO YOU LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR?
NOTE: This mixer requires chairs. If you are not in a setting that works you will need to substitute another crowdbreaker that involves everyone.
DIRECTIONS:
· Everyone sits in a big circle.
· A person stands in the middle.
· They approach someone in the circle and ask, “What kind of neighbors do you love?” They answer, “I love neighbors who…” (Examples: are wearing Nikes, who are freshmen, who watch The Office, etc).
· Everyone who fits the category must get up and find a different chair not including the ones on either side of them.
· The person in the middle sits in an empty chair.
· Last person becomes the person in the middle.
· Keep it moving quickly. 
NOTE: If your club is more than 40, consider having a staff person with a cordless microphone in the middle to ask the question of the person in the middle. Otherwise hearing the person give the category gets to be a problem.
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CLASS CHALLENGE
        ITEMS NEEDED:
                [ ] 1 jump rope
        DIRECTIONS:
· Divide into teams by class.
· Rotate which class goes first.
· Give the challenge.
· The first class does the best they can and automatically gets 100 points.
· Ask the next class if they can do better.   
· If they say yes (really encourage them to!) their volunteer then tries to better the previous mark. They get 200 points if successful / -200 if not successful.
· Give each class an attempt. 

Challenge 1:  How long can you hold your breath?

Challenge 2:  How many sit-ups can you do in 30 seconds? (make them touch elbows to knees)

Challenge 3:  How many items can you name in 30 seconds? (use two volunteers for this one)
Categories (use a different one for each class): breeds of dogs; models of cars; professional sports teams; cities in your state)
Challenge 4:  How many times can you jump rope in 60 seconds (without stopping).
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SUPER SALESPERSON    
ITEMS NEEDED:
[ ] 3 items (i.e. wig, deodorant, toothpaste, screwdriver, diaper, stuffed animal, sunglasses)
[ ] 3 brown paper bags
DIRECTIONS:
1. Select three outgoing, verbal students and send them out of the room.
2. Tell them they have 30 seconds to "give a sales pitch" for an item in a brown paper bag (they will not know what the item is).    
3. Show the rest of club the first item and return it to the bag.
4. Bring in the first salesman for their "pitch" followed by a short time of questions from the audience.
5. Show the “salesperson” the item and comment accordingly.
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Dead Poets Society
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These were just 4 of the major scenes in this movie. Let’s break them down together… 

1. The trophy scene said, “Seize the Day - make your lives extraordinary.”  What are you doing to make your life extraordinary?
2. We let a lot of different voices impact our story, and sometimes keep us from finding our own stride.  What voices might you listen to that might lead you in the wrong direction?  How about the right direction?  
3. Campus Life is one place that might help you see things differently.  How?  
4. “The powerful play goes on and you may contribute a verse.  What will your verse be?”  What will YOUR verse be?
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This month’s theme is “Life is a story.”  
· Last week we said that even when things are not looking good, we should consider what God’s script for our life is because he can take what seems like a bad chapter to us and still turn it into a great story.
· Tonight we add this – You have a role to play in the story.  Because you can trust God’s script, when you say yes to his role for you, it not only leads to something good, it also avoids all sorts of problems.
· [Share a personal story when you wondered about God’s script but when you chose to follow it, something good resulted] 

A great example of complete confidence in God’s script is found in this story (see Luke 5:1-11).  Jesus had been teaching all day and some fisherman nearby had let him sit in one of their boats while he talked and while they washed their nets out.  When Jesus finished speaking he said let’s go fishing!  

Peter, who later became a disciple, or follower of Jesus, said “we worked hard all last night and didn’t catch a thing.”  He didn’t want to go back out fishing. He was a professional. He knew the fish weren’t biting.  But then he says something amazing - “But if you say so, we’ll try again.” (Repeat).
They do try again and fill two boats with fish to the point of sinking!

The poet Walter Whitman wrote:
“The powerful play goes on and you may contribute a verse.”  In the movie, Dead Poets’ Society, the Prof repeats that line and then asks, “What will your verse be?” That’s a great question to end tonight with.  Who are you listening to?  How is your “role” working out for you?  If you keep heading the same direction, “What will your verse be?”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Some of you may be surprised how much this month has made sense.  Your heart may not be ready to say yes to a role in God’s story, but if you are honest – it sounds pretty interesting.  I think you’ll want to be here the next two weeks.  Or, if you want to talk about this or anything else just let us know – we’d love to get together and talk! See you next week.
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