
02 BE ACCEPTING
SERIES: TOGETHER 
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This club is the second week in the Together series. In this series we will be focusing on the idea of accepting others and oneself. This club is about reaching beyond stereotypes to see below the surface in others. Too often we make assumptions about certain people based on stereotypes. Students will learn that people are often so much more than what we assume based on outer appearances.
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· Have your leaders dress up like stereotypes (goth, geek, jock etc.) Note: obviously stay away from racial/cultural appropriation in doing this.
· Projector, screen, sound system
· Prize for Guess Who and Rock Paper Scissors Biggest Fan winners
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Hey everyone! Hope you’ve had a great week. Welcome to Campus Life! Please welcome ______ (leader’s name) to the front! 


[image: ]

OVER UNDER TAG
This game is a lot like freeze tag except instead of “freezing,” a student who gets tagged must get down on all fours. In order to get back in the game someone must jump over them and then crawl under them. As the game progresses, it is more fun when you add more people to be “it.”
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ROCK PAPER SCISSORS BIGGEST FAN
Students will walk around the room playing “Rock, Paper, Scissors.” If you lose, you must now follow the winner wherever they go and be their “fan.” Fans will cheer on the person in the front of their line. Teams will get larger and larger until there are two left for the championship. Prize for the winner.

LIVE GUESS WHO
Choose 3-4 students from the crowd. Send them out of the room. Once all of the students are out of the room, have the rest of the group stand. Choose one kid in the crowd to be “it.” Bring one of the students back into the room. Using clues just as the board game “Guess Who,” (example: people wearing glasses) they need to find out who is it. For example, they could ask “Do they have brown hair?” If the answer is no, than everyone with brown hair sits down. If the answer is yes, then everyone who does not have brown hair sits down. 

The object of the game is to see who can guess who with the least amount of questions. So each round make sure you are counting to see which kid is the fastest guesser. Winner gets a prize.
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Nick’s Back Story (Zootopia)-https://youtu.be/V5bbgvuFfHc 
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1. What stuck out to you in this clip? 
2. Why did they treat Nick so badly?
3. Have you ever observed someone being treated badly just because of what they look like or where they came from? Has that ever been you? 
4. What can you do when you see people being treated that way? How?
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That clip of Nick the fox was a tough one right? Unfortunately, in our world that happens a lot. Those other kids assumed that since Nick was a Fox that he would act a certain way and therefore would not be able to participate with them. How many of you have seen someone get excluded just because of who they were or what they looked like? This is what happens when people stereotype each other.

What is a stereotype? (Allow a couple of kids to attempt to answer) A stereotype is “a generalization, usually exaggerated or oversimplified and often offensive, that is used to describe or distinguish a group.” In other words, when we say things like “foxes are shifty and can’t be trusted” or “people who play Pokemon are nerds,” those are stereotypes. When we don’t take the time to get to know someone and instead just put them into an arbitrary group and label them, that’s stereotyping. Some of the worst things that have happened in our history happened after groups of people got stereotyped. 

Stereotyping is hurtful. As you saw in the clip, it is painful to be excluded just because you look a certain way or belong to a certain group. How many of you have seen this happen in your school? 

So this guy walks up to Jesus and asks Him what he has to do to go to heaven. Jesus loved to turn questions back on people. He basically asks the guy “What do you think?” The guy replies “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind. And love your neighbor as yourself.”

Jesus says, “Right!” Then the guy asks an interesting question. This man wanted to make himself look good, so he asks, “Who is my neighbor?” In other words, he’s asking “Who do I have to care for? Do I really have to care for those people?” So to answer his question, Jesus decides to tell the man a story.

There was a man walking down the road who was suddenly attacked, robbed, and severely beaten. He was left on the road to die. While he was lying there a priest walked by and actually went to the other side of the road to avoid him. A temple worker walked by and did the exact same thing. He just makes a total beeline away from the guy.  This is like when you see someone crying in the hallway and people just awkwardly avoid them except 10 times worse. This man was dying. 

However, a Samaritan man sees this dying man on the side of the road. The Samaritan stops and sees the dying man and has compassion for him. He tended to the guys wounds and carried the guy to a hotel room where he could help the guy get better. 

There’s something you need to know in order for this story to make sense. This man who was the good neighbor was a Samaritan. Samaritans come from Samaria (wow go figure). These people were not well liked in society. They were from that neighborhood. No one would have expected anything good from a Samaritan person. This was their stereotype. They were labeled as no good because of where they were from. Yet Jesus uses a Samaritan man as example of what it means to be a good neighbor. Why?

The point Jesus is making is first is that everyone you encounter is your neighbor. That means EVERYONE at your school that you see in your classes is your neighbor and that means we have to love them. Doesn’t matter where they are from or what they look like, we are to love them as much as we love ourselves. Wow. 

Secondly, people are so much more than the labels that we put on them. One way we can begin to make our school a better place is to look past the labels and actually learn who people are for real. What if we broke through the little sub-groups in your school and people actually cared about each other? What if we stopped just assuming things about people based on their looks or the people they hang out with? Wouldn’t that be amazing? 

It starts with you. This week our challenge to you is to be a more accepting person. Take the time to get to know just one person you don’t normally hang out with, you will begin making a change for the better. In order to do that, we have to let go of the labels.
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· Luke 10:25-37
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Have a challenging conversations with your leaders…..what stereotypes are they holding on to?
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Next Week: Be A Light
Scripture: John 8:1-11 – Woman Caught In Adultery
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