
04 BE A FRIEND
SERIES: TOGETHER
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This week’s club ends our Together series by talking to students about what it means to be a true friend from the example of Jesus.
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· Projector and screen
· Dr. Seuss Books
· Hip hop tracks


[image: ]
Welcome to Campus Life! What’s your favorite cereal? Raise your hand and tell me.
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LINK TAG
Every student needs to find a partner and link arms. The teams need to spread out around the room. Take 2 partners apart and make one of them “it” and the other being chased. The student being chased needs to run away from the person who is it. To become safe, they must link up with any of the partner teams around the room. When the person running links up with one partner, the other partner is now running. 
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DR. SEUSS RAP BATTLE
Ask for 2 students who think they’re good at rap. Using backing tracks, each student will take turns rapping sections of books by Dr. Seuss. I recommend using more well known books like Dr. Seuss and the Cat in the Hat. At the end have your students vote on the winner. Have a leader hold the books for the students so they can hold the microphone. Give a prize to both contestants.

Example: https://youtu.be/vuur_Dtwnck 
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Friends forever - https://youtu.be/vnVuqfXohxc  
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1. What do you think makes a good friend?
2. Have you ever lost a friend? What went wrong?
3. Tell us about a time when you were a really great friend to someone. What did you do?
4. Was there ever a time when you failed as a friend? What happened?
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Show some pictures of you and your childhood friends. Tell a few fun stories about your friend group.

Friends are so important. I don’t know where I would be without the friends that have been in my life. Along the way I had to learn a lot about what it means to be a good friend. 

Over the last few weeks we’ve been in a series called Together. We talked about how important it is to be the real you, how you were made for a purpose, to look past other people’s labels, and to be a light against bullying in your school. This is all important because as people we need each other. Not the surfacey fake version of each other, but the real one. We are genuinely better together than we are apart. 

But there are people, perhaps in this very room who don’t have people they can lean on. They are some of the people that get stereotyped, labeled, or bullied. There are people right now in your school who need a friend. Maybe that’s you.

But what does it take to get good friends? I firmly believe that to have good friends, you need to be a good friend. Today we challenge you to think about what it would mean for you to be a good friend to someone who needs one.

Jesus modeled these kinds of friendships. The people he hung out with could not have been more different. In fact, there was a guy in his group of friends that collected taxes for the government and an anti-government rebel in the same group and they all got along. Why? Because Jesus wasn’t just some normal friend.

In your small groups, what did you discuss were some of the most important qualities of a friend? (ask for a couple of responses)

There are two qualities that I think Jesus models friendship that I want to share with you.

1. Trust: Traditionally when we think of religion or a God sometimes we think the relationship is like a master and servant. But Jesus calls us friends because he’s let us in and shown us what He’s all about. In a real friendship there has to be trust. Not only do we need to let people in and really know who we are, but we also need to be trusted with that information. That means we aren’t going and telling others what your friend trusted you with.
2. Sacrifice: Huh? What does that mean? Typically when we think about friendship we look for what we can get out of the friendship. Jesus says this: “There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. Wow. That sounds crazy. 

I want to unpack that second one a little more for you. Does Jesus really mean that we need to lay down our lives for our friends? The truth is that Jesus, being the friend that loves us so much, laid down his life for you and for me on the cross. The mistakes we’ve made in our life have consequences before God. Jesus paid that for you and for me on the cross. He freely offers you forgiveness and friendship if you’ll accept it. There is no greater loving friend than Jesus.

But how does that translate to friendships in middle school? You probably won’t have to actually die for a friend, but you can lay down your life for them. This basically means putting their needs ahead of your own. C.S. Lewis, who wrote the Narnia book series, defined love this way: “Love is unselfishly choosing another’s highest good.”

In other words, you will be a good friend when you take the focus off of yourself and put it on making good happen in your friends’ lives. Good friendship, as modeled by Jesus, is by definition unselfish. It looks past labels. It rejects bullying. It doesn’t act fake.

There are people around you who need that kind of friend. You can be that kind of friend.
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· John 15:12-15
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Have a team planning meeting to discuss the next what might be some fun, new, creative things to do over the summer.  It’s never too early to start planning your summer calendar.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]A new series starts next week….be prepared for whichever you’ve decided to do next!
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