
THE REAL ME
SERIES: NO FILTER
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This is the last Club of a series entitled, No Filter. This Club will challenge students to think about their life and introduce them to a God who hears them. 
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· Plexiglas (2 1/2' x 4'; at least 3/8"thick)
· Ritz crackers
· peanut butter
· 4 crazy facts about 4 different leaders
· Enough pens for everyone in the group
· Music (suggestion: The Real Me by Natalie Grant)
· Have a leader share his/her story focusing on a time when God showed up and how that changed their life.
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This Club offers an opportunity for students to reflect on their life and who God is. Be intentional about how you will set up the space for the Wrap-Up so that the kids can reflect with as little distraction as possible during this time.
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Welcome to Campus Life!  Here’s what I want to know today…who is ready to have a little fun? I know I am. Alright, grab a partner and face each other!
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KNOCKDOWN
Have the students find a partner and stand 2-3 feet apart. Have them hold up their hands, palms facing their opponent, and try to slap hands to knock the other person off balance; they can only touch hands. The first person to move their feet loses. Once a person loses, they must sit down while the winners continue playing. The last person out is the winner.
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PLEXIGLAS FACE
Stick Ritz crackers on each side of the plexiglas in vertical lines with peanut butter. Have two kids hold the glass up so that the peanut butter side faces the crowd. Get two or three student volunteers to stand behind it and try to eat the lines of crackers off the plexiglas in the fastest time. It's pretty funny to see their mouths, teeth, etc. from the other side of the glass as they attempt to eat the crackers (no hands, of course)!

GUESS THE LEADER
Before Club, choose 4 leaders and have them give you a crazy fact about themselves. Call all four leaders up front. Read one of the crazy statements and then have students guess which leader the statement is true about by having them line up in a single file line in front of the leader they think is correct. Once you give the correct answer, anyone who guessed wrong is out. Read through all 4 statements. Everyone who doesn’t get eliminated by getting all four right are the winners!
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Some of our leaders have done some pretty crazy things. You never know what someone else may or may not have experienced in the past! 
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Introduction: Do you ever wish that you were someone else? Or maybe that life would be easier if you didn’t have to go through some of the things you are/have gone through? I think all of us wrestle with the idea of who we are. Let’s watch this quick clip to see how one person decided that there is no one else he would rather be than himself. 

VIDEO
No Filter – The Real Me
Available on YFC Impact where you download curriculum video
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION:
1. Choose three words that best describe you and share them with the group.
2. What makes you unique?
3. What is one thing that has happened in your life that makes you who you are today? Good or bad.
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This series is called, “No Filter.” And today at Club we are going to continue to spend some time sharing stories with no filter! Over the last couple of weeks we talked about a guy named Moses. Well, as you know, Moses didn’t live a perfect life. Last week we talked about him killing an Egyptian because the man was hurting one of his own people. Does anyone know what he did the next day? He ran off into the desert and ended up spending the next 40 years of his life living as a shepherd with a flock of sheep. Moses went from being a slave’s baby, to a prince, to a murderer, to a shepherd over a flock of sheep! But wait, this story gets even better. 

One day, God shows up to Moses in the form of a bush that is on fire. That’s right, you heard me correctly. The Lord says to Moses “The Israelites [Hebrews] cry for help has come to me, and I’ve seen for myself how cruelly they’re being treated by the Egyptians. It’s time for you to go back. I’m sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the people of Israel [Hebrews], out of Egypt.” -Exodus 4 

Whoa! Hold up, did God just say that he was going to use Moses, the slave, prince, murderer, shepherd - a guy who had messed up so bad that he went and hid in the desert with nothing but sheep for friends - to help a whole bunch of people? God saw the real Moses.  He knew Moses was a great leader…even if he didn’t see himself that way and if others didn’t see him that way.

Have a leader share his/her story focusing on how a time when God showed up, and how that changed the path of the leader’s life.

Transition into a reflective time.
The truth is that God shows up time and time again throughout the Bible and changes people’s perspectives of themselves and others, and we can also see that He is still showing up in people’s lives today. If God can love a guy like Moses, and use him to change the world, don’t you think he could love you and use someone like you to do the same? Who you are, the good, the bad and the ugly- it doesn’t matter to God. God loves you! God not only loves you, but he sees you, the real you. Just like God showed up in Moses’ life, and hearing the cry of his people, God hears your cry. God hears your cries and sees your suffering. There is a verse in the Bible that gives up a really awesome promise. “God is close to the broken hearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” - Psalm 34:18

This is the difference between being a Christian and any other world religion. God is a personal God. God knows our pain, He hears our cries, and He becomes one with us in our suffering. God is the only one who truly meets you where you are. God is the only God who came down to earth in the form of a man named Jesus and experienced the pain of this world and overcame it. I don’t know what causes you to cry, or the pain that you feel in life. However, I do know this...God is with you. God knows what it feels like to be hurt, He hears your cries, and He deeply desires to meet you where you are.

Let’s be honest, some of you may have never heard about who God is, and the idea of a God who hears you seems completely foreign. Some of you may have heard of God, but don’t really believe that He sees you. Some of you may want to turn to God and share your life with Him. Here’s the deal, God wants to meet you wherever you are today! So, let’s take the next few minutes to write a letter to God. Feel free to write anything to Him. Share the real you with Him. The good, the bad, the ugly. We will let you know when time is up. Until then, even if you finish early, sit quietly and respect those around you. Before you leave, give the pen back to a leader. Also, if you would like, you can give your letter to a leader or you can take it with you. 

Play The Real Me by Natalie Grant as students write.
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Photo Challenge: Take a photo of you and a friend who knows you for who you really are and use #abovethenoise when you post it to social media.
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SMALL GROUP 
With permission from parents, invite a few students to come to breakfast with you and some of your ministry leaders before school. Ask them follow up questions about what makes them unique. See if any of them would like to continue meeting as a small group.

CORE TEAM
Encourage your Core Team to be hanging out with their lost friends all the time in shared experiences, not just inviting them to come to Campus Life.  Encourage Core Team members to get to know a lost friend for who they really are!
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Empowering your ministry leaders comes from creating missional community with them.  Have your ministry leader team over for a game night this week!
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Next week you will start a new series!
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