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The purpose of this small group is for Middle School Students to learn about church and the benefits to being in a community of followers of Jesus.· Note cards and pens for everyone
· Tape
· Blank pages for activity
· Bibles for everyone
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(5 min)
We have been talking the last two weeks about some pretty heavy stuff, but it is all really important. This week we are going to talk about something that may be something you hate or love or maybe you don’t have any experience with … church.
But first, the rules of small groups are:
· Commitment (for the next 3 weeks you are committed to joining us)
· Confidentiality (what is shared here stays here)
· Be honest or be silent (don’t make up an answer just to have one)
· Respect (for one another, their thoughts/ideas/opinions- no put downs). 
I want to spend some time talking about what we learned about prayer since the last time we saw each other.
· Did you pray more often this last week?
· Did praying seem to have any impact on you this week?
I love that I get to be on this journey with you guys. I hope you keep praying, it will really change your life.
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(10 min)
(Leader, if the welcome took longer than anticipated you could skip this activity and just ask the questions.)
I would love to have you guys be most honest about how you feel about church. I have put a piece of tape down on the floor. I am going to read two statements, one for one side, one for the other. Stand where ever you most agree on the line.


In Church:
I’m Bored							I’m enthusiastic
My mind wanders						I’m focused on God
I go through the motions					I’m attentive
I love the songs						I do not like singing
I’m critical							I’m thankful to be there

· Why do you think church is tough or easy to enjoy?
· Have you had any real positive or negative experiences in church? Describe them. 
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(20 min)
We are going to spend some time talking about what church is and why we would go. We think it’s really important for us to know and understand that it is not just something to do, but God has a purpose for church.
Have everyone write down 3 words or phrases they think of when they hear the word Church. Go around the circle and share. 
There are 3 things I think of when I think about the church. Today we are going to talk about the first one and next week we will talk about 2 and 3. I would love you guys to go to church with me this weekend and hopefully after we go to church together we will have more to talk about.
1. Church is a place to help you unpack Scripture. 
Last week we talked about the Bible, and while the Bible is filled with information that is relevant for all people, it is sometimes hard to understand everything in the Bible all by ourselves. 
· What are some problems we might run into if we try to understand the Bible all by ourselves? 
· How can the Church help us to better understand the Bible? 
Read Col. 3:16  Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts.
The message about Christ is the Bible. In order for us to experience it in all it’s richness we need the help of other people to teach us about it and to counsel us when we have questions about it’s meaning in our lives. 
· Does anyone else have an example of how the Church has helped you better understand the Bible? 
Leader Share
Share a positive experience about church. Share a time when the Church helped you to better understand the Bible. Make sure you talk about how important it is to be on this journey together as a small group.
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(5-7 min)  
I want you guys to realize that church is so much more than an hour long Sunday morning service where you sing a few songs, pray a few prayers, and listen to a lecture. It is a place that can really help you grow in your faith and find the support that every Christian (every human being) needs. That is why God gave the following instructions to the Hebrew church (and us today)… 
Hebrews 10:24-25
Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.
God knew we would need to be regularly involved with a community of Jesus followers in order to know Him best.
I want you to go to church with me this week. Would you be willing? Plan all the details of going to church together.
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