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The purpose of this small group is for Middle School Students to begin to understand the importance of the Bible as God’s word for them and their lives. They will answer questions on why to read the Bible and practical ways to start reading. (Leader, this small group could go long especially with middle school students, split it into two weeks if you think your group will have a tough time finishing.)· Bible Assessment handout
· Pens
· Bibles
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(5 min)
Welcome to small group. We all probably remember the rules from small group but let’s say them together to recap. 
Over the next four weeks we are going to take a closer look at ways we can draw closer to God and learn more about him. We know God knows us, but he desires for us to know him as well.  The best ways to do this are reading the Bible, talking to God (praying) and becoming part of a church. 
This first week is about the Bible, many of us have questions about this ancient book- maybe you’ve thought: Is it relevant for my life? Where should I start? Why do we have to read this? These are all great questions. Let’s do this Bible assessment to start our discussion today.
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(8-10 min)
Pass out the Bible assessments (see attached handout). Leader, it may be better to keep the answers private and then have appointments with kids to address things brought up in the survey. It might hurt the group if majority of kids are all saying they don’t think the Bible is true. This needs to be handled carefully.
Take some time to debrief the activity and discuss their answers.
· Who would like to share a few of your answers?
· Which ones did you circle a 1-4?
· Which ones were more of a 7-10?
Make sure to patiently listen this is the time for them to discuss what they think and wonder about, not for you to tell them if they are wrong or right.
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(20 min)
If we are most honest, we would probably all agree that we have struggled with reading or understanding the Bible at some point. So why read it? When you start a personal relationship with God, God becomes like a friend to you. In any friendship, you communicate through asking questions and listening in order to get to know them better (you might even spend some time stalking their Facebook). Reading the Bible is how we do that with God.
Here’s a key Bible verse: Joshua 1:8 says, “Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.”
Let’s take our Bibles and look up Hebrews 4:12-13.
“For the word of the Lord is alive and active. Sharper than any double edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”
Now let’s read Romans 15:4 out loud.
“For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.”
· What does it mean that the Bible is alive and active?
· According to the verse we read in Romans, why read the Bible?
Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
· According to this verse, what are the benefits of reading the Bible?
The Bible is used for a lot of different things. Explain what each one means.


Already we have found why God desires for us to read his Word- the Bible. Let’s look at James 1:22-24.
“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.”
· What is this passage asking me to believe and do?
Have you ever looked in the mirror and forgotten immediately what you looked like? Probably not! James is comparing a person who does that, to someone who reads the Bible and doesn’t take it seriously and put it into action. James is challenging us to do what the Bible says, instead of simply going through the motions and reading it just because we are supposed to. He is telling us to be transformed and changed by it.
· Do you think reading the Bible can change you? Why or why not?
Even if you feel like you don’t understand it, God has given his Holy Spirit to reveal things to you that you may not see for yourself. Invite Him to help you as you begin reading the Bible. In Psalm 119:18 it says, “Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.” 
Tips for reading the Bible:
If you have ever tried to pick up the Bible and start reading it from start to finish you know that can be really hard to do. The good thing is the Bible doesn’t have to be read that way. There are lots of different ways you can go about reading the Bible. Here are a few: 
· Character Study: You may have heard about different people in the Bible--like Noah, Moses, the 12 disciples, Jesus, and Paul—but have you really taken the time to read their full stories in the Bible? Take some time to look them up! If you don’t have an idea where to find their story you can always use google and it will help you find where to read their story. 
· Book Study: Pick a book of the Bible and spend some time reading through it and marking what stands out to you. Your leader can give you lots of suggestions if you don’t know where to start. (Leader, the book of John is a good start) 
· Topical Study: Pick a topic you want to know more about and find verses all over the Bible that talk about this topic. Lots of Bibles have a thing called a concordance in the back to help you do this or you could use google.  
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(3-4 min)  
If you have a 3Story bible, read Curtis’ story on page 4 and 5 to close your time.
As we close our time together, I want to challenge you to read your Bible this week. My challenge to you is to read the book of Colossians before we meet again. It is four chapters long. You can read it all in one day or take it one chapter at a time. Either way, spend some time in God’s word and next week we can talk about what you learned.



















Bible Assessment
Circle the number that best indicates how you feel about the Bible
It’s totally true 1____2______3_______4_______5________6_______7______8_______9______10 It’s partly true
It is historical truth 1_____2______3______4______5______6______7_______8_______9______10   It’s a myth
It is the same as 1______2_______3______4______5______6______7_______8______9_____10  It has been 
it was originally written 									changed over time			 
I’ve read the    1______2______3_______4_______5______6______7_______8______9______10   I’ve never seen one
Bible before

It’s applies today  1_____2_______3_______4______5______6_______7________8_______9______10 It’s out of date

It’s easy to   1_____2_______3_______4________5______6________7______8_______9______10 It makes no sense
Understand

It requires me to   1_____2_____3_____4_______5______6______7_______8_______9_______10 It gives advice from
 obey what it says                                                                                                                                      which I can pick and choose																								
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