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The purpose of this small group is that Middle School Students will learn about church, the benefits to being in a community of followers of Jesus and begin thinking about how they could get involved on a regular basis.· Bibles for everyone
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This week we are going to continue talking about church. We had some great discussion last week so let’s dig a little deeper.
But first, the rules of small groups are: (Whoever can name them all gets a prize!)
· Commitment (for the next 3 weeks you are committed to joining us)
· Confidentiality (what is shared here stays here)
· Be honest or be silent (don’t make up an answer just to have one)
· Respect (for one another, their thoughts/ideas/opinions- no put downs). 
I want to spend some time talking about what we thought about church since we were able to go together last week.
· What did you think?
· What stuck out to you?
Thanks for going to church with me last week. Hopefully we can go again.
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(10 min)
You guys have heard a lot of information over the past few weeks. I would love to talk about all we have learned.
(Leader, you know where you started in this journey of small groups, so feel free to ask about specific meetings or topics that you remember were hot topics or good discussion.)
· Between learning about the Bible, prayer and church, which one has been your favorite? Why?
· Which meeting before those was your favorite? Why? (Relationships, Loving God, etc.)
· Has anything changed in your day-to-day life because of these meetings?
· What would you like to change?
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(25 min)
Last week I told you that I had 3 things to teach you about church. We just talked about the first one. I would love to teach the other 2 points and think about how we saw this at church this week together.
2. Church is also a community of believers who support one another and hold one another accountable. 
God wants the Church to be his hands and feet here on earth. One of the ways God supports us through good times and bad is through the people who make up the church. God also uses the people in the church to get us back on track when we are going in the wrong direction… this is called accountability. (Share a personal example of how you have received support or accountability through the church and ask if anyone else has an example they would like to share). 
Read Romans 12:15-16 and keep in mind that this is God’s words (through the writer Paul) to the Roman church (and us today).  
“Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. And don’t think you know it all!”
Also read Gal. 6:2 keeping in mind that this is God’s words to the church in Galatia (and us today). 
“Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ.”
· Why do you think people sharing each other’s pain matters to Jesus?
· How great does it feel to have people who celebrate with you when you are happy and cry with you when you are sad? (And people who can share your burdens.)
It might not always be enjoyable, but it is so beneficial to have people in our lives who can keep us humble and help us realize we don’t know it all ourselves. 
3. Church is a place to find grace & forgiveness 
The last thing I think of when I think about church is that it is a place to receive grace and forgiveness. A lot of people think of the church as a place full of people who are “holier than thou”. People think they need to have their lives all cleaned up before they can go to church, but the truth is that church is a place filled with sinners who are all relying on God for forgiveness. 
Read Romans 3:23 “For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.”
Read James 5:16 “Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results.”
Let’s imagine a “perfect church” (even though it doesn’t exist).  
· What would it look like to people who were attending for the first time? 
· What would have to happen to make them feel welcome and wanted?
The Bible tells us that we are all sinners. Everyone in church knows that. And you might imagine church being a pretty depressing place if everyone there is just thinking about how sinful they are. But that is not the case! At church you will find a place where you can be open and honest about your sins and the church will pray for you and help you find healing from your sins. 
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(3-4 min)  
I hope that you guys continue going to church or at least consider it. 
· Is there anything that we can do as a small group to help you in this journey?
This may be your last week together as a small group. Make sure you talk about coming plans for small groups or going to church together again. (You also may consider having a celebration dinner, lunch or activity.)
Pray for the group.
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