


01 RELATIONSHIP
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Middle School students will walk away with the knowledge that God has been pursuing them.  They will understand that, even before knowing God, He knew us, loved us, and created us for a relationship with Him.· Blank paper – enough for everyone to have one sheet
· Crayons or markers
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(5 min)
Begin by welcoming everyone to your small group.  If this is your first meeting, make sure that everyone has at least met one another and learned each other’s names.  Share the rules for small group and ask if everyone can agree to them:  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Rules for small group: 
Commitment - Commit to being at every group meeting (make it a priority!)
Confidentiality - What is shared here stays here.
Be honest or be silent - don’t make up an answer just to have one. Sometimes the most honest answer is no answer, so if you need to, just say pass.
Respect - for one another, their thoughts/ideas/opinions (no put downs).  
Over the next three weeks we are going to take a closer look at God’s Story: how He desires a deep relationship with us, how we’ve resisted Him, how God gives us the opportunity to respond.
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(8-10 min)
I think if we went around the room and asked everyone to share where they are in their journeys with God, we would get a lot of very different answers.  To help us think a little more about our individual relationships with Christ, I want to us do to something.  Hand everyone a sheet of paper and some crayons. I want each of us (including the leader) to draw a picture that, in some way, illustrates your current relationship with God.
Use the following analogy to help get your kids illustrate their current relationship with God:
If God were at on the top of a mountain and you were a hiker what would your relationship with him look like? Are you far away from the mountain? Are you working your way up the mountain? Is the path a bumpy one? Do you have a long way to go to get to the top? What is the weather like on the mountain? Are you climbing alone?
 After a few minutes, ask students to share their names again and describe what they drew. 
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(20 min)
Whether you’ve ever realized it before or not, God created you with a very real purpose.    
Read Jeremiah 29:11 – ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’
God wants each of us to know that, no matter what your situation is (or was when you were born), you were not an after-thought.    
Have a student read Psalm 139:13-16 - For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.  My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.
God has known you from the very beginning, He’s been watching you, loving you, and pursuing you.    
· How does that make you feel?  Talk about it.  
In the same way that we are known by God, God desires to be known by us.  Think about someone in your life that you wish knew you . . . I mean really knew you (maybe a parent, friend, sibling, etc.) . . . that is how God looks at YOU - He wants to be known by you, loved by you, and trusted by you.  God desires an intimate, meaningful, and deep relationship with you.
· Who is the one person in your life that you wish really knew you?  
· Is it hard for you to imagine God desiring to be known by you in the same way? Why?
· Why do you think it’s important to know God on a personal level?
· What things do you think we can do to really get to know God? (Have someone write these down, as you discuss it, to refer back to in the Take Away.)



[image: ]
(3-4 min)  
Refer back to your list of things that the group came up with of ways to really get to know God.  Challenge each student to pick one thing they will do this week to get to strengthen their relationship with God.  Go around the circle and have each person verbalize their commitment.
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