BIG MONDAY: THANKSGIVING DINNER


To eat together, grow in relationship and provide for those who do not have what we have.PURPOSE


This is a great opportunity to get some donors involved in helping to provide Turkeys (believe me – you don’t want to be in charge of the turkey) and also partnering with a like-minded organization to provide specific needs for them.

MINISTRY TEAM EMPOWERMENT

Talk with your team ahead of time and have each person pick out a classic Thanksgiving food item that they can plan to make and bring (think Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Cheesy Potatoes, Green Bean Casserole, Pumpkin Pie, Rolls, Sweet Potatoes, etc.).

RMA CONNECTION

This Club is supposed to propel leaders into better relationships with their students. Think of your leaders that only do Club and need to be lifted into doing more RMAs. Use this time as motivation for them to set up a Building Time with the students they know from Club.

PREP

· Find a few donors who are willing to purchase, cook, carve and bring a turkey for the event. We would say have 1 large turkey for every 20 people in attendance.
· Promote this a few weeks in advance – make sure kids know that you want to have a Campus Life Family Thanksgiving (or Friendsgiving) together! Encourage them to dress up and bring a legitimate food item (give them examples of what to bring – classic Thanksgiving food or even baked goods/fruit/veggies - and what not to bring – half eaten bag of chips, fast food, etc.)
· Encourage all students to bring an item to donate to a local organization (diapers/wipes for your Chapter Parent Life program, canned foods for the local food bank, etc.)
· Bin(s) for donated goods
· Paper Plates
· Napkins
· Plastic forks, spoons, knives
· Water Jug(s) w/Cups
· Plastic Tablecloths
· Bowls in the middle of the table with peanut/candy corn mix
· Playing cards/get to know you questions/small games on tables
· Spotify Playlist with nice background music
· Bag of candy corn
· 8 plastic cups
· 1 blender, plastic cups
· Leftovers from dinner
· Bowling pins (or empty 2-liters of soda/pop)
· 1 frozen turkey in package
 
WELCOME

Have a leader come up front and welcome everyone to the Campus Life Thanksgiving Meal. Bring up a student to pray and then dismiss ladies to eat by class (seniors first, down to freshmen) and then boys (seniors first, down to freshmen). Remind kids to take a little so everyone can have some and then you’ll dismiss for seconds once everyone has a plate.
 
GAMES

If you want, here are a few games you can play:

CANDY CORN TOSS
MATERIALS: Bag of candy corn, 8 plastic cups
DIRECTIONS: Bring up two students from each grade and pair them up. Give each team an empty cup and a cup full of candy corn. One team member holds the empty cup in their mouth and the other tosses the candy corn underhand and tries to make it in the cup. Players should stand about 12 feet away from each other. The team that catches the most pieces of candy corn in their cup wins.

THANKSGIVING SMOOTHIE
MATERIALS: 1 blender, plastic cups, leftovers from dinner
DIRECTIONS: When dinner is complete, grab some leftovers and bring a few students and/or leaders up for a good ole fashioned Thanksgiving chug off. Include leftover turkey, mashed potatoes, stuffing, gravy, cranberry sauce, etc. to create a holiday smoothie in a blender. Blend it all up. Pour equal amounts. Have a countdown and get the crowd to do a slow clap. Then chug. The first to finish gets some more dessert.

TURKEY BOWLING
MATERIALS: Bowling pins (or empty 2-liters of soda/pop), 1 frozen turkey in package
DIRECTIONS: Bring up eight students and/or leader and split into two teams of four. Each team and player will take turns to bowl a frozen turkey in attempt to knock down the pins. Each player gets one turn and then reset the pins. The team that knocks over the most combined pins wins.

DISCUSSION

If you would like, you can focus this event on service and have a table talk conversation:
1) Has someone ever gone out of their way to serve you? Tell the story. How did it make you feel?
2) How about you, have you ever done anything where you served and got nothing back? How did that make you feel?
3) Would you say that you are normally looking to serve others or looking out for yourself? Any specific example from everyday life?
4) Would you say people at your school lean towards serving others or themselves? Why would you say that?
5) What’s a simple thing you can change in your life to grow more in thinking outside yourself and putting others first?



WRAP UP

How was the food? Special thanks to everyone who brought food to make this night awesome and also for our Turkey providers (mention these people by name and even get a video of everyone saying thank you that you can text them later).

We’ve been talking this year about Shifting our thinking on things, right? Our hope is that each and every one of you would start thinking differently about a lot of things that society is telling us. We’ve already talked about rethinking different relationships in our lives like with friends and family and even rethinking the tough stuff we go through like dealing with stress and anxiety. And this year, I want you to shift your thinking on Thanksgiving.

Did you know that last year over 46 million turkeys were consumed in America. 46 million! That’s $968 million in turkeys alone – what about all of the other things at the table? And, on average, Americans consume between 2,500 and 4,500 calories for Thanksgiving dinner and dessert (that doesn’t include what you ate for breakfast or lunch that day). It’s kind of crazy.

You know we started this night with praying, and we thanked God for the blessings we’ve received. Some people (you might be included) don’t have a lot to thank God for this time of year. And I know it’s easy to say that and not do anything about it, but I want to thank you who made a difference tonight in a simple way and brought an item to donate. But I want us to think different about this. It’s really easy to donate something and say that we checked the box on helping others for the holiday season. What if we actually went and served people though? Would anyone be up for that? 

Here’s what we’re going to do. There is a sign up in the back of the room to join us next week for a local service project. We want you to come and think differently about how to give back. Let’s give back with our time.

RESPONSE

Have a sign up (see attached) ready for kids to put their name and number on to join you for a local service project. This could be serving food at a local soup kitchen, going to clean up a neighborhood by picking up trash/leaves or partnering with a local food shelter/church/like-minded organization.
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CAMPUS LIFE SERVICE PROJECT

DATE: 00/00/0000
TIME: 00:00 AM – 00:00 PM
CARPOLL: Leaving from…
LOCATION: Address…

Here’s what we’ll be doing…

	STUDENT NAME
	YOUR CELL PHONE
	 NEED A RIDE?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



