IDENTITY (LARGE GROUP) EIII-:I-EY

Lesson 2: I'm a masterpiece (Imago Dei)

Objective: To teach students how God views them

TIME: 45 Minutes

GAME/ACTIVITY: Group Image Creation

TIME: 15 Minutes
SET UP: ideally around tables or in small groups
SUPPLIES: play-doh and/or Legos

INSTRUCTION: Break the group into small groups (4 students, maybe 5). Give each group play-doh or Legos. Ask each
group to create an image that reflects and represents all four members of the group. Tell them they have 5 minutes to create

something to present to the group.

SHARE: Ask a few of the groups to present their image and explain it to the larger group

LESSON:

Facilitator says: You all just created something in your image. Today we are going to discuss the Imago Dei or Image of God
and how it relates to our identity. Based on the activity we just did, what might “Image of God” mean? (pause and allow
students to answer the question). What if/ said, we /all people-were created in the image of God? Now what does that
mean? (this question may be difficult for them to answer, hopefully they will get around to “we are like God.” Once they do,
encourage that answer and move on to the next piece of the lesson). /t says in Genesis, the first book of the Bible, that God

made us in His image. (If possible, put the verse up where the students can see it) Specifically it says,

“Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us. They will reign over the fish in the sea, the

birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild animals on the earth,and the small animals that scurry along the ground.”
(Genesis 1:26, NLT)

/ see two very specific things in this verse that describes our role as image bearers. The first one is that we are made to be

like Him and the second is that we were made to rule. Let's begin with “Like us”. Each of you has different scriptures on your
table. | would like for you to look through them as a group and circle or highlight the wordss that tell us what God is like. (Give
students 5 minutes to look through the scripture on their table, after 5 minutes ask students to share what they noticed. Make

a list as they share of God's attributes)
Colossians 1:15-20

Creator, ruler, peace bringer
1 John 4:7-10

God is love, life giving



Psalm 83:1-4

Just, cares for the underdog, upholds the rights of the weak, rescues the poor and helpless
Exodus 34:5-7

Compassion, mercy, slow to anger, love, faithfulness, forgiveness, just
Isaiah 40:28-31

Creator, strong, powerful,
With these in mind how do we think God designed us to be?(Allow students to answer the question.)
Which of these attributes are we living up to?(Allow students to answer the question.)

Everybodly, every human, is an image bearer. We were ALL created in God's image. We don't always live that way,
but that doesn’t take away who we were created to be. If we all lived like image bearers, what would the world be
like?(Allow students to answer, prompt with more questions if need be). Why do you think it is hard for us to live this
way?(Allow students to answer). Let me tell you it is impossible for us to live totally out of our Imago Dei unless we
know who God is! The more we get to know God the more we become who we were meant to be. If you would like

to walk in your Imago Dei, as an image bearer of God.

REFLECTION:

USE “LESSON 2 HANDOUT"

What does this passage tell us about who God is?
Colossians 1:15-20 (NLT)

“Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all
creation, for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. He made the things we can
see and the things we can’t see— such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. Everything
was created through him and for him. He existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together. Christ is
also the head of the church, which is his body. He is the beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he is
first in everything. For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, and through him God reconciled everything

to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.”

What does this passage tell us about who God is?
Genesis 1:29-31 (NLT)

“Then God said, “Look! | have given you every seed-bearing plant throughout the earth and all the fruit trees for your
food. And | have given every green plant as food for all the wild animals, the birds in the sky, and the small animals
that scurry along the ground-everything that has life.” And that is what happened. Then God looked over all he had

made, and he saw that it was very good! And evening passed and morning came, marking the sixth day.
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What does this passage tell us about who God is?
Genesis 2:15-23 (NLT)

“The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch over it. But the Lord God warned him, “You
may freely eat the fruit of every tree in the garden— except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its
fruit, you are sure to die.” Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. | will make a helper who is
just right for him.” So the Lord God formed from the ground all the wild animals and all the birds of the sky. He
brought them to the man to see what he would call them, and the man chose a name for each one. He gave names
to all the livestock, all the birds of the sky, and all the wild animals. But still there was no helper just right for him. So
the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep. While the man slept, the Lord God took out one of the man'’s
ribs and closed up the opening. Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib, and he brought her to the man. "At
last!” the man exclaimed. "This one is bone from my bone, and flesh from my flesh! She will be called ‘woman,’ be-

cause she was taken from ‘man.”

What does this passage tell us about who God is?
Exodus 34:5-7

Then the Lord came down in a cloud and stood there with him; and he called out his own name, Yahweh, The Lord
passed in front of Moses, calling out, “Yahweh! The Lord! The God of compassion and mercy! | am slow to anger and
filled with unfailing love and faithfulness. | lavish unfailing love to a thousand generations. | forgive iniquity, rebellion,
and sin. But | do not excuse the guilty. | lay the sins of the parents upon their children and grandchildren; the entire

family is affected— even children in the third and fourth generations.”

What does this passage tell us about who God is?
Psalm 23 (NLT)

“The Lord is my shepherd; | have all that | need. He lets me rest in green meadows; He leads me beside peaceful
streams. He renews my strength. He guides me along right paths, bringing honor to his name. Even when | walk
through the darkest valley, | will not be afraid, for you are close beside me. Your rod and your staff protect and
comfort me. You prepare a feast for me in the presence of my enemies. You honor me by anointing my head with
oil. My cup overflows with blessings. Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me all the days of my life,

and | will live in the house of the Lord forever.
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