
Formal Dinner
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The purpose of this night is to provide an intentional time where students feel celebrated and loved. 
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This club can take on a few different forms, all based on how you want it to go! A couple options are: a formal club with a dance and serve dessert/hor d’oeuvres or serve a full meal and and conclude with a dance party. 

Supplies: 
· Decorations based on a fun dance theme (search prom/homecoming themes). Examples could be: Masquerade Ball, Hollywood, Carnival, Great Gatsby, or Thrift Store Formal. 
· Red Carpet
· Photo booth Supplies
· Hats
· Costumes 
· Props- mustaches, glasses, signs, etc.
· Backdrop (could be fancy or a sheet that is pinned up on a wall with a banner)
· Camera and tripod
· Balloons
· Streamers
· Blacklight bracelets, necklaces, etc. (enough for each kid to have one)
· Desserts for every student (can be as simple or formal as you want)- brownies, trifle, cheesecake, etc!
· Hors d’oeuvres for every student 
· If you decide to do the formal dinner night:
· Crossword puzzle (one copy per kid)
· Questions for each placemat
· 5 wrapped dollar store items
· Silverware, plates, napkins for each student and leader
· Tablecloths (paper if possible)
· Food and drinks for each course (see Crowdbreakers for possible ideas) - amounts of food will be based on your group size.
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Set the space up with a fun dance theme
**If you’re on a limited budget, make an effort to at least set up a photo booth and a red carpet.
· Put up balloons and streamers for the entrance way as well as the red carpet so that students can have a grand entrance.
· If you have access to some cool lighting or a disco ball, set this up in a room that is large enough to have a dance party. Black lights also work well for this. If possible, keep this space hidden from kids until the part of the evening that you break into the dance party.
· Have a photographer (or someone willing to take pictures) come for the whole club. 
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As Club Starts: Have the photographer stand by the red carpet and take students pictures as they enter. Have formal music playing and have leaders with trays of hors d’oeuvres that students can grab and eat.

Welcome:
Welcome to Campus Life! You all look incredible out there in your formal attire. Today we have a lot of fun activities planned for you! Who got a picture on the red carpet? (Pause for a response). That’s great! You can find those pictures posted next week on ___________. 
How about those hosr d’oeuvres? What was your favorite? (Pause for a response). I agree, those were delicious! Your leaders are amazing for preparing and serving those to you! It is so hard to believe that we are winding down another year of Campus Life. Who had an awesome time this year!? (Pause for a response). For those of you heading up to high school next year, I hope you will get plugged into our high school Campus Life group (if there isn’t a high school CL group, you can suggest they consider checking out a local youth group). Before we get started, let’s take a quick group picture. 

Like I said before, we have a lot of fun stuff ahead of us, so let’s get started!

(If you serve a meal, this is where you would dismiss the kids to take a seat with their small group. Then play the “Dinner Time Crowd Breakers” during each course!)
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CLUMPS
Students will wander around as music is playing, when the music stops the main leader will yell out a random number. Students must then get in a group of that number. Anyone who does not have a group is out.

REVERSE CHARADES 
Split the room into two groups. Bring up two students to the stage. They will face out to the audience and a word will pop up on the screen. The audience has to act out the word/phrase to get the person on stage to guess it. The audience cannot make a sound. First to guess correctly gets a point for their team. (You can split up the teams to be guys vs. girls) Switch students on the stage between each round.
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MEOW KARAOKE
Do guys versus girls. Have a student come up and put the headphones on. Play a song through the ipod and the student has to meow the tune for the group. First group to guess the song correctly gets a point.

DANCE PARTY
Bring all of the students into the dance room at the same time and have the music turned up nice and loud. Start with a song that gets them moving like Cha-cha slide or the Cupid Shuffle. During the second or third song, have leaders grab the glow sticks and bracelets and throw them out during the song. Plan out your list of music in advance so that you have songs that the students know well and can actually dance to, and are appropriate. Plan on not having this time last for more than 20 minutes. You can add dance competitions upfront or group dance circles to keep the event going.

PHOTOBOOTH
Have props and extra costume materials set up with a fun backdrop so that kids can come and go as they please to get pictures with their friends and leaders. Have this open during the dance party as well in case some kids need a break from dancing.

DANCE OR DARE
Have a leader from each small group go up to the stage. Each student will have the choice to choose either dance or do a dare. Have the balloons with the dares inside of them on the stage. If the student chooses a dare, they must sit on the balloon until it pops and then read the dare aloud and then do it. If they choose dance, play a 10-15 second clip of a fun or ridiculous song that they must dance to. 

Dinner Time Crowd Breakers/Layout:
Games are to be played throughout each course to keep students occupied while they wait for food to be delivered.
  1. Drinks: (Water and Lemonade)
· Sign/Title for Table- If possible, use some form of paper for the tablecloth and put crayons at the table so that kids can sign their names and decorate their table how they would like.
· Questions on your plate- At every place-setting, put a card with a question that either the student reading has to answer or the whole table has to answer. These can be used during this first round of drinks to get conversation going amongst students and their leaders. 

2. Appetizers: (Cheese and Crackers)
· It’s A….- Wrap 5 random items from the dollar tree and bring them to a table to feel and try to guess what the item is. After they have guessed, have them open the gift and reveal the prize. If they guess it correctly, their table gets to keep it, but if they guess it wrong, another table gets the prize.

3.  Main Course: (Ham, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans)
· Gratitude through the ABC’s- Start with one person at the table saying something they are thankful for that starts with the letter “A” then go to the right and have each person do the same, but progress through the alphabet. 

4. Dessert: (Brownies, Cookies)
· Crossword Race- Print out a crossword puzzle for each student that fits the theme of the night. Once each person has one, have them use the crayons and race to see who can finish it the quickest at each table. Give a small prize to each student that wins.
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Thank you so much for being here today with us! We have had so much fun dancing and celebrating with you. It’s so hard to believe that this is it. Please stay in touch over the summer and we look forward to seeing you all next year!
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Announce any event you have planned for over the summer.
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