Q4 02 - HedonismDOES ALL IN MEAN 
[bookmark: _GoBack]DOING IT ALL?


MINISTRY TEAM EMPOWERMENT
· Make dinner for your team this week. Talk about Campus Life but focus more on life in general.
· Have an energetic ministry leader who is good upfront lead the “I Went to Australia” crowdbreaker.  
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https://open.spotify.com/user/campuslife1965
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Welcome to Campus Life’s final series of the year!  We’ve been talking all year about going “ALL IN.”  Last week we asked if going ALL IN means “having it all,” and decided that maybe materialism doesn’t lead to the happiness it promises.  Tonight we ask does going ALL IN mean “doing it all.”  Our culture acts like you should be free to do it ALL – whatever you feel like!  No consequences, no worries.  But does that work?
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THE NEW SUIT 
CHARACTERS – 7 teens (the “new suit” Guy, 4 friends and, 2 other teens)
ACTION-  A guy walks to the front of the room in a suit.  A friend comes by.
 
Guy- "Hey how are you doing?  What do you think of my new suit?
Friend- "Well it looks great, except for one thing:  The right sleeve is a little longer than the left sleeve.  But look, if you just lean over just a bit (adjusts body) it'll look just fine." (Friend 1 exits)
Guy- "Hey how are you doing?  What do you think of my new suit?
Friend 2- "...left pant leg a little short." (bends right knee, friend 2 exits)
Guy- "Hey how are you doing?  What do you think of my new suit?
Friend 3- "....front of jacket is a little long." (bends backwards, friend 3 exits)
Guy- "Hey how are you doing?  What do you think of my new suit?
Friend 4- "...left crease is crooked"  (turns foot inward, friend 4 exits)
Guy- "Hey how are you doing?  What do you think of my new suit?
Friend 5- "...jacket is short." (slouch, friend 5 exits)

Two other people walk by:
Person 1- "Aw, look at that poor guy. That's really too bad."
Person 2- "Yeah, but he sure has a nice looking suit."
 
Let students respond briefly to the skit: So what's the point?  (If you keep changing who you are because of the pressure people put on you to meet their expectations; you'll just end up bent out of shape.)
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I WENT TO AUSTRALIA
· Get four volunteers who line up to the right of the leader.
· Leader says to the next person: "I went to Australia and got a YO-YO"
· Next person says back to the leader: "A What?"
· Leader: (begins motion with right arm) "a YO-YO"
· Next: "Oh, a YO-YO" (begins motion)
· Repeat down the line and then the leader adds the following one at a time:
.  BOOMERANG, throwing motion with left arm
.  HULA-HOOP, twist at waist
.  POGO STICK, hop
.  HACKY SACK, kick leg
· Say, following the leader is easier than taking a stand, but we can end up looking pretty ridiculous.
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SIMON SAYS
Have a fun-loving, outgoing leader lead this childhood game so that it is fast moving, creative and fun.
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PSYCHOLOGICAL SIT UP
And just to prove how much you can influence and be influenced by your friends, Campus Life has come up with this little experiment.   I need 1 volunteer from each class.
ITEMS NEEDED:
[  ] Table
[  ] 1 Whip cream pie
[  ] Clean up stuff (Wet Wipes work good for the face)

DIRECTIONS:
· Bring the four volunteers up front.
· The volunteer (starting with the senior) lies flat on a table and does a sit-up to prove that he is capable and then lies back down.
· Tell the volunteer to close his/her eyes and concentrate on nothing else except the crowd chanting.
· The crowd begins to chant (quietly at first), "You can't sit up…you can't sit up…!" 
· As the crowd chants louder, the staff member shouts "Sit Up!"  Of course the senior and then junior volunteers will pretend to not be able to sit up (the junior and senior must be clued in before club to act like they are trying really hard to sit up but can’t when the staff tells them to).  The sophomore (who is clue-less) does the same thing, except when the staff person yells "Sit Up!" the volunteer does and is met with a whipped cream pie in the face. 
· Thank the freshman for serving as decoy to keep the sophomore from getting suspicious and thank the sophomore for being a good sport.
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NEWSCAST TEAM
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1. What do you like to do for fun with friends?
2. Do you think people in your school or friend group participate in the party scene? Tell us about it.
3. Hedonism is a word that basically means to go out there and do it all...pursue pleasure at all costs. Just do whatever you want that you think might make you happy (drugs, alcohol, sex etc.).
4. What could be some of the consequences of “doing it all” or following hedonism?  
5. Why is there so much pressure to put yourself into the “party scene” when there are so many hurtful consequences? 
6. What are some ways you could live a full and happy life without engaging in risky activities and partying?
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The pressure to “do it ALL” is so accepted in our culture.  Many adults assume that teenagers and college students have to “do it ALL” and even encourage it (give an example you’ve heard of recently). Then they act surprised and disappointed when students flunk out, become addicted, get pregnant and end up in terrible relationships!  It matters what we do, and who we do it with!
 
Two verses from the Bible come to mind:
 
1) “Don’t be fooled by those who say such things (referring to those who say “Let’s feast and drink, for tomorrow we die”) for “bad company corrupts good character” (1 Corinthians 15:33).  I think you know someone is “bad company” when you start hanging around them. Before you know it you are doing the same things they are doing.  “Bad company corrupts good character.” 
 
2) As usual, Jesus nails it with a two sentence parable:
“Can one blind person lead another?  Won’t they both fall into a ditch?” (Luke 6:39).
 
Like a couple of the scenes in the video clips, many parties end in a total mess – including some of the lives of people who were there!  Who are you following?  Do they know where they are going?  Or are they headed for a ditch? If they are heading for a ditch in life, why do you want to join them there, and have to deal with the consequences?
 
You have to live with yourself the rest of your life.  Do what’s best for you. One of the biggest lies of peer pressure is that you deserve the freedom to try anything you want, and it won’t really affect you in the long run. But every choice you make is a step toward who you are becoming.  You can’t trash yourself for five years, and then magically act as if nothing has happened.  You are not the exception.
 
One way to avoid bad company and those headed for a ditch is to hang around Campus Life and learn how to follow Jesus, and the plan he has for your life.  Then you become a good influence on some of your friends and get them to Campus Life too.  Collectively, Campus Life can be a place where students can just be themselves!  Now that’s something worth being ALL IN for!
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· Plan a building time that’s lots of fun, but that leads no one into a ditch of consequences. 
· Is there an appointment that has fallen through time and time again? Make sure you have it this week. The year is almost over - make it count!


PLAN AHEAD
Next week's Club “Does All In Mean Allowing It All? - Relativism” will most likely be a little chaotic and confusing for students. Be sure to prep your ministry leader team well on how to handle the club. 
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