Q4 01 - MaterialismDOES ALL IN MEAN 
[bookmark: _GoBack]HAVING IT ALL?


MINISTRY TEAM EMPOWERMENT
· Next week try and lead only 1 aspect of club. Appoint different leaders to all of the other elements (crowdbreaker, welcome, wrap up, etc.). Talk about how it went after club. Be sure to give them plenty of time to prepare.  Make sure they feel equipped to do what you are asking them to do.
· Be sure your ministry leaders understand the “Horse Race” crowdbreaker so they can engage and help students have a fun experience. This can be a strategic time to create fun shared experiences between your ministry leaders and students. 
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https://open.spotify.com/user/campuslife1965
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Decorate your meeting space as much as you can (a couple of hay bales, promote dressing up for the Kentucky Derby, run a slideshow of racehorses as they enter, etc.).
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Welcome to Campus Life’s final series of the year!  We’ve been talking all year about going “ALL IN.”   But does that mean having it all, or doing it all, or allowing it all or believing it all?  Good questions!  Good enough to answer this month at Campus Life!  Most of you have seen the promo for tonight.  Tonight we go to the races and try to win big money.  Let’s do it!
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I WANT MONEY
ITEMS NEEDED:
[  ] 5 “$1,000” play money bills for each person
[  ] Tunes: “I want money”

DIRECTIONS:
· Give each person 5 $1,000 bills.
· Give them 5 minutes to complete as many challenges as possible
· $1,000 Challenges include:
1. Thumb wrestling
2. Rock, paper, scissors
3. Flipping a coin
· Consider some $3,000 challenges that fit your meeting place (i.e. carpet ball, ping pong to 5 points or foosball to 3 points, etc.)
· All challenges must be accepted.
· Announce that the money they win can be used as extra betting money during the horse races so they take it seriously and actually try and win the silly challenges.
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MAJOR MIXER - HORSE RACES 
Tonight’s winners will ride off into the sunset with free passes to (insert your name here) Riding Stables. (Idea: Arrange a deal with your local riding stables - free passes in exchange for handing out flyers, possibly with a discount coupon?).  To give you the best shot possible at this grand prize, let’s brush up on some key race track skills like – counting your winnings.

ITEMS NEEDED:
[  ] Video (5 horse races)
[  ] Play Money: Plan on $100,000 per team plus $500,000 extra.
Each $100,000 set should be made up of: 1-$50,000; 1-$20,000; 1-$10,000; 2-$5,000; 10-$1,000
[  ] Make Racing Line-up booklets (see attached)
[  ] Copy cover (with your announcements on the bottom half) on the back of the Racing  Line-up.
[  ] Write the team number on the cover and on the Race Tickets (that they turn in).
[  ] Staple Race Tickets to the space provided on the Race Line up, and fold sheet in half.
  	The excel file has three copies of the race tickets
[  ] Put $30,000 in each booklet
[  ] Pencils

DIRECTIONS :
· Divide into teams of 2 or 3 students
· Give each team a Race Line-up booklet with $30,000 paper clipped to it.

BEFORE EACH RACE:
· Select up to three horses on the first race ticket (stapled to your booklet)
· Enter a dollar amount in the space provided (and on your booklet that you keep)
· Tear race ticket out of your booklet and take with your money to a TICKET WINDOW

AFTER EACH RACE:
· If the horse(s) you selected finishes 1st (win), 2nd (place) or 3rd (show), return to the ticket window after the race to collect your winnings.
· Allow about 5 minutes for teams to collect winners and place their next bets.
 
DIRECTIONS FOR TELLERS: 
· You need a teller for about every 20 students.
· Tellers collect Race Tickets and using “for tellers eyes-only” race outcome sheets, attach winnings to appropriate race tickets while the race is being run.
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NEWSCAST TEAM
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1. What could we learn from going to the races tonight?
2. Why do you think “Deal or No Deal” - just a game show – became such a big hit? 
3. So, bottom line, the show reflects the belief that “if I get lots of money I’m happy.”  True or false?   (for a couple of good examples Google “lottery winners bankrupt”)
4. Webster says materialism is, believing that “comfort, pleasure and wealth are the only or highest goal in life” (repeat).  What happens or what could happen when someone lives their life according to that belief?

Handling money is not just a decision for college graduates.  What have you done that has helped you handle money in a positive way or, if you’re in debt to your 5th grade sister, like many high school teens, what could you do differently to handle money better?
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Our society has really bought into "getting something for nothing."  It shows up in everything from lottery tickets, to radio show giveaways, to NCAA tournament pools.  Obviously there is some recreational value, but there are also huge sums of money being lost.   Although tonight was just a game, we know in real life gambling is not just a game.  Tonight you give back the paper money and laugh away the losses.  In real life throwing money away trying to get rich quick is no laughing matter.
 
Think about this proverb from the Bible:  “Wealth from get-rich-quick schemes quickly disappears; wealth from hard work grows over time.” (Proverbs 13:11, NLT)

1. A lot of gambling is a “get-rich-quick” attempt, trying to get something for nothing.  But the vast majority get nothing for something.  Whether you are a millionaire, or flat broke, no one can afford to constantly lose money.  Gambling has led to the financial ruin of a lot of people. The average lottery player spends $32 a month.  If, starting at the age of 20, that money was invested in a mutual fund instead (@10%) at the age of 70 it would be worth over ½ million dollars (less in today’s market, but you get the idea).

2. The something for nothing attitude also leads to general dissatisfaction with life. You find yourself saying, if I could just win the lotto…You always want more than you can afford, sooner than you can pay for it. 

3. Finally, the line between a fun bet on the Waverly/Grand Ledge (insert your schools here) game for a free lunch and taking unreasonable risks, with money you can't afford to lose is a very, very fine line.   Like any addiction, most people never think their habit will get out of control.
 
To help you avoid the get rich temptation, here’s Campus Life’s handy-dandy three-point plan…
 
SAVE - Put your check into savings except for what you know you need on a weekly basis for lunch, gas, recreation, etc.  You will always spend less if you carry less with you (or have less in your debit account).  You will also buy fewer things you don’t really need. And you’ll actually have money (plus a little interest!) waiting for you in the bank when you do need something. 
 
GIVE - Many great things in this world would not be here, including Campus Life, without people deciding to give some of their income.  Giving 10 percent is a Biblical principle, but it’s also a very fulfilling thing to do.  If you don’t start now by giving a dollar of your ten dollar allowance it is very unlikely you’ll have the discipline to give $100 of your $1000 paycheck.
 
LIVE…on the rest – A simple budget ensures that you make your monthly payments first before you overspend on eating out, entertainment and stuff.  Decide right now you will never borrow money, except for a home, college and maybe part of a car (have a decent down payment).  Debt traps you into paying for the past and charging interest on it besides!   Learn to control spending now while you have a little money, and it’ll be easier later when you make more.  
Especially avoid the credit card trap.  Most people establish a several thousand dollar credit card debt while still in their twenties, and often never get caught up.  The interest paid over their lifetime would amaze you! 
 
You keep money from controlling you by choosing to control it!  Save, Give, and Live on the rest.


[image: ]
Keep contacting with your ministry team as spring sports finish and don’t miss the spring choir and band concerts. Though the school year is almost over- keep meeting new kids. God might surprise you with who He puts in your path.


PLAN AHEAD
Next week there is a fun skit planned for Club called “The New Suit” that goes with the topic for the night. Be sure to set up a few leaders/students in advance to practice before Club.
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