Q4 03 - RelativismDOES ALL IN MEAN ALLOWING IT ALL?


MINISTRY TEAM EMPOWERMENT
· Just like you would spend time with students during the summer, spend time with your team. Plan a couple team hang-outs or BBQ’s and have individual appointments. 
· The summer is also a great time to do some specific ministry training with your team. Get a few dates on the calendar now.
· It’s work to lead this team well - but well worth it because of the multiplication of Kingdom impact. 


NOTE TO SITE LEADER:
The goal of these Crowdbreakers is to demonstrate the chaotic result of Relativism (Relativism believes that there is no truth that is"Right for all people, for all times, for all places.") by:
· Changing rules during the games or not even having rules
· Giving points and declaring winners at random
 
DIVIDE INTO TEAMS
Let students divide themselves into teams (have a “doesn’t matter” attitude, ignoring questions).
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https://open.spotify.com/user/campuslife1965
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Welcome back to part three of Campus Life’s final series of the year!  We’ve been talking all year about going “ALL IN.”   So far we’ve asked if that means having it all, or doing it all.  Tonight we ask if ALL IN means allowing it all – doing whatever you want, whenever you want with whoever you want to!  Let’s take a look…


[image: ]
ROCK, PAPER, SCISSORS, ANYTHING
DIRECTIONS:
· First have a rock, paper, scissors tournament, where winners advance until you have a champion. 
· After you have done this, have another tournament where you can do rock, paper, scissors, OR any shape you can make with one hand. 
· Let the students argue over who beats who and do not step in to make a final decision.
· Do this until there is a champion and then discuss the difference between clearly defined truth in the first game vs the relativity present in the second game.
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THE NEWSPAPER
ITEMS NEEDED:
[  ] Newspapers – enough to give each team one section

DIRECTIONS:
· Give each team a section of the newspaper
· Say “you have sixty seconds, GO"
· Answer their question “what are we suppose to do?” with “Just go - you have 60 seconds”
· Have each team report back what they “came up with”
· Give scores related/unrelated to what they did (disqualifying one team)
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BUILDING BLOCKS
ITEMS NEEDED:
[  ] A bag of blocks for each team, with a different number of building blocks in each (from 3-12)

DIRECTIONS:
· At "Go" tell the teams to dump out their blocks and stack them in one column,
· Award points for how quickly they did it (regardless of how many blocks) and for any other reason.
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ALPHABATIZE
ITEMS NEEDED:
[  ] 5 words each on a sheet of paper taped to the wall/board
[  ] Grease board/marker
DIRECTIONS:
· One person from a team comes up front and alphabetizes the words
· Score the number of correct words, but base score on (without telling them in advance):
· Second letter of each word for 1st team
· Last letter of each word for 2nd team
· Agree with whatever 3rd team did
· First letter of each word for 4th team, mocking them for not doing it correctly
· If you have more than four teams cut it off saying you’re out of time.
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NEWSCAST TEAM
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1. If you've been around Campus Life very long you know that we do some pretty bizarre stuff, but tonight may just be a record.  So, what was the point?
 
Definition (throw this in after they discuss question #1):
You have grown up in a society that says everything is “relative.”  Relativism says that “there is no absolute truth” or “there is nothing that is true for all people, for all times, for all places” (post so all can see).  

Relativism leads us to say things like:
· If it makes you happy, then it's alright for you, although it may not be right for me.
· It really depends on the situation.
· Don’t be judgmental.
· Don’t be narrow.
· Can’t we just be tolerant of everyone?
· It’s not really that bad.
 
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]What are the potential problems in a society where everything is relative?
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One of the oldest books read in high schools deals with relativism.  What might happen if there is nothing true for all people, for all times, for all places?  Maybe something like this…
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LORD OF THE FLIES
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1. These clips really speak for themselves but is there one that especially stood out to you?  Why?
2. Anything else anyone would like to add?

Is there anything that is true for all people, in all places, at all times? (Keep questioning and probing.)


[image: ]
Relativism sounds like a pretty big concept, but it has really affects every area of our lives.  So even if we can’t cover it thoroughly enough for you to earn four college credits, I hope it was helpful for us to at least talk about it a little bit.  Here are three problems with relativism I see: 
 
1.  Relativism doesn't really work 
Everyone wants to decide what’s true for themselves (no absolute truth), but then they expect you to treat them according to truth.  Josh McDowell in his book, Right from Wrong, writes, "I have never met a young person who did not expect or demand to be treated fairly” (p.78).  When a referee blows an obvious call, no one sits back and says, "Oh well, it's all relative." 
 
You also will find a relativist isn't real trustworthy. "If you tell the truth all the time I can believe you all the time.  But if you only tell the truth some of the time I can't believe you any of the time."  No wonder no one trusts anyone anymore!  Relativism doesn't work!
 
2.  Relativism excuses wrong behavior
As McDowell says it, "If the circumstances warrant it, they think their actions are justified."  How often have you heard people say, "It makes me happy", or "I'm not hurting anyone", or “at least I’m not as bad as them”? 
 
Relativists stubbornly defend their right to do what they feel like and quickly label anyone who believes in absolute truth as “intolerant,” or “judgmental.  Just keep your ears open, and you'll hear those words on the news and in class at least a dozen times before club next week.
 
When Clinton was president he took this to a new level to excuse his behavior.  Even when caught lying, he played word games.  He didn’t “lie”, he just “deliberately misled.”  (Try that with your parents).  Some who sided with him argued that he only lied about his private life, so it didn’t matter.  The U.S. News and World Report opinion page on 11/30/98 said:
Should the president go scot-free, we will teach the next generation very different, cynical rules:  “If you’re questioned, deny; if pressed, attack; if caught, lie.  And if you just string it out long enough, the public will grow bored and walk away from the scandal.”
Relativism sees wrong behavior and just walks away. 
 
3.  Relativism blurs God's claim to be absolute truth 
The news often reports a criminal committed their crime “because God told them to,” directly implying that God's laws are a little out of touch and out of date.  But the laws of God are directly tied to who He is.  Josh McDowell writes:
....we need to teach young people that the reason a particular action is right is "because God is like that..."  Lying is wrong because God is true.  Stealing is wrong because God is just.  Hatred is wrong because God is love.  These things are wrong, not because society or the church frowns on them, but because they are contrary to the nature and character of God” (pp. 92 & 94).
There is absolute truth.  Truth that is - "Right for all people, for all times, for all places."  God’s laws are not limitations on our expression of freedom, they are boundaries within which we are free, according to Jesus, to experience “life in all its fullness” (John 10:10). 
 
God’s truth is in our best interest, because he knows us best, and knows what is best for us.  Kind of like this dramatic presentation – The Gold Fish Bowl.


SKIT
THE GOLD FISH BOWL (Attached)
(Debrief if appropriate for your club - What stood out to you as you watched the Goldfish Bowl?)
 
Josh McDowell in his book Right from Wrong, writes,
“The Lord tells us specifically that His commands are never burdensome” (I John 5:3).   By this, He doesn’t mean they’re easy to keep.  Rather, He’s telling us that they’re never foolish. They are never unnecessary or purely arbitrary.  On the contrary, every guideline, every law, every imperative in the Bible was crafted in infinite wisdom.  They were given not only to honor God, but to benefit us as well” (page 106).  (Maybe repeat that thought.)
 
Once we accept that what God says is really best for us, we can stop worrying about what we think we are missing outside the fishbowl and begin appreciating what we have.  And in this huge, incredible world, we have more than we can possibly ever fully appreciate.  Time to go ALL IN! Come on, I’ll race you to the castle!
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Small groups are a great ministry to keep going over the summer. Consider getting a team of leaders together to talk about small groups that could happen this summer. Ask your leaders, “Who would be up for leading a small group over the summer?”  It is most natural for leaders to ask students they have been connecting with over the year to be apart of the group.

Small Group Resources
· If You Really Knew Me - http://www.yfc.net/resources/cl-high-school-small-group-curriculum/
Alpha Youth Series - http://www.yfc.net/resources/faqs-about-the-alpha-youth-film-series/



PLAN AHEAD
· Begin to prepare your senior slideshow of pictures for Senior Night in two weeks. If you are missing pictures of any seniors make sure to take a few at club next week.
· Next week is the “Caramel Onion” crowdbreaker. Make sure to plan enough time to make them before Club.
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