Q4 04 - UniversalismDOES ALL IN MEAN BELIEVING IT ALL?


MINISTRY TEAM EMPOWERMENT
· Spend some extended time in prayer this week with your team. Pray for kids by name.
· Spend time together thanking God for the year together. Reminisce about the fun times and the difficult times.

[image: ]
https://open.spotify.com/user/campuslife1965

[image: ]
Does ALL IN mean having it ALL, doing it ALL, and allowing it ALL, or are there boundaries that help us be successful in life?  That’s what we’ve covered the past three weeks and tonight we conclude by asking does ALL IN mean believing it ALL?  After all, many say, aren’t all religions really the same?  Don’t we all worship the same God?  Can’t I believe what I want to believe?  Great questions! 
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CARAMEL ONION
The object is to have four guys eating Caramel Onions when they think they are eating caramel apples.
ITEMS NEEDED:
[  ] 4 caramel apples
[  ] 4 caramel onions (use red onions about the same size as apples and use caramel wraps NOT caramel dip)
[  ] Trash can nearby

DIRECTIONS:
· Place the 4 caramel apples on a table up front.
· At "go" 4 girls (one from each class) race to eat the most in 30 seconds.
· Select 4 guys and psych them up to eat more of their "apples".
· Put the 4 caramel onions on the table and say “go”.
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BALDERDASH - CAMPUS LIFE STYLE
ITEMS NEEDED:
[  ] Blank cards to write out definitions (one for every team for each round) 
[  ] Ahead of time select several uncommon words and write out their definition on the same cards Examples à
[  ] 1 pen/pencil, for each team

DIRECTIONS:
· Divide into teams (by class)
· One volunteer from each class come up front
· Staff pick a definition card, pronounce the word and spell it (and write up front for all to see)
· Volunteers - write out (NEATLY) a possible definition and class or team name
· Staff collects and shuffles definition cards (including the correct one)
· Read each definition twice (keep volunteers from giving away which answer was theirs)
· Each class quickly picks the definition they believe to be correct (by majority rule).
· Staff write each class's pick on that card.

SCORING:
· 3 points if another team picks your definition
· 5 points if your team picks the correct definition
· 1-3 bonus points for making up a definition that is very close to the real one.
· Play about 5 rounds.
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Life is a lot like our two games tonight.  Society tells us to take a big ole bite of delicious caramel apple and it turns out to be an onion in disguise.  And we have the bad breath to deal with!  A “do whatever you want, it's your life” attitude ends with a lot of caramel onion moments and the consequences of them:

· I thought I was just drinking to fit in, but I ended up drinking too much and became addicted.
· I thought we’d stop before going all the way, but I ended up pregnant.
· I thought I’d just shoplift little things, but I got caught and now I have a record.
· I thought I’d use people to get what I want, but now I wish I had valued their friendship more.
 
Balderdash shows how many things in life we don’t really understand, or at least can’t really define or describe.  We can come up with some crazy guesses, but we’re not even close to the truth. There is probably nowhere this is more true than in trying to figure out who God is and how he wants to relate to us.  As we said last week, one of the problems with relativism – the belief that there is nothing true for every person, every place and every time - is that it blurs God’s claim to be truth. 
 
Hollywood has often tried to capture what God is like.   I loved one of the best attempts ever – Bruce Almighty.  The sequel – Evan Almighty made some interesting points as well…
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EVAN ALMIGHTY

[image: ]
Note to staff: Be sure to review the clips and be familiar with the key quotes below.  The first question is very open ended, and you may need to prompt kids to get to all the good quotes.
 
Key Quotes:
Evan: (prays) “Thank you for the house…I picked it out but you created matter and everything….” “With great power comes great responsibility…please help me change the world.”
Evan: “Excuse me do I know you?”
God: “not as well as I’d Like”
God: (God keeps pursuing Evan, showing up everywhere, sending the
        	animals…) “How long do you want to do this son?  I’ve got all eternity…”
Evan: “enough already”
Evan: “Why me?”  
God: “You wanted to change the world son…so do I .”  “Whatever I do I do because I love you.” 
Evan:  “I don’t even know where I would begin.” 
God: “People who want to change the world don’t know how to begin.”  “You build it I’ll fill it.”
Evan’s son: “We are going to need some help” 
God: (sends the crane, the note said) “ask and you shall receive”
God: (to Joan) “If someone prays for their family to get closer…or does He give them the opportunity to love each other…”
Reporter: “What makes you so sure God chose you?
Evan: “He chose all of us”
Evan: “I fought you every step of the way”
God: “…but you did it…you did good son, you changed the world…spending time with your family, you gave that dog a home…” (God and Evan dance).
 
1. So what are some good points the movie made?
2. God said “you wanted to change the world son…so do I.”  Do you think of yourself as having a purpose designed by God?  If so, what do you think it is?
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I really like how the movie presented God.  He really does listen to our prayers.  When Evan said: Excuse me do I know you?  God replied, “not as well as I’d Like.”  God really does want to know us.  And like Evan told the reporter God “chose all of us” – but not everyone is listening. 
 
1 John 4:19 says “We love each other because he loved us first.”  Probably the most famous verse in the entire Bible, John 3:16 says, “For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” God loved us so we could believe in Him, and choose to have a relationship with him.  You might be asking “how would I go about doing that?”  Let me summarize it for you in four words…

RELATIONSHIP
God created us to have a relationship with Him. The Bible puts it this way…”You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother’s womb. Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!  Your workmanship is marvelous - how well I know It” (Psalm 139:13-14).
God loves us but we don’t always love him back.  In fact we often ignore Him or flat out resist him.  That’s the second word…
 
RESIST
Sin is our attitude of ignoring, or resisting God, and we all have done that! “For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard” (Romans 3:23).
Sin separates us from God. “It’s your sins that have cut you off from God.  Because of your sin, he has turned away and will not listen anymore” (Isaiah 59:2).
But God loves us anyway. “But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners” (Romans 5:8).
 
RESTORE
Jesus provides a way for our relationship with God to be restored.  “Christ suffered once for all time.  He never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely home to God” (Pet 3:18).   Jesus paid the penalty for our sins.
So, Jesus is the way to God but it’s up to us to…
 
RESPOND
“Now change your mind and attitude to God and turn to him so he can cleanse away your sins” (Acts 3:19. Living).
 
The “change” in mind and attitude is the key.
 
Repeat the 4 words and/or summarize them with the following two sentences:
“God loves you even though you chose to ignore Him”
“Jesus lives so that you can choose to follow Him”
 
Acknowledge that there are four possible responses (as outlined on the attached response card) and that staff simply want to know where you are really at and what questions you have.  Before passing cards out pray a prayer for those ready to make a commitment or recommitment.
 
Announce a follow up group you’ll be inviting everyone to who made a commitment.
 
Hand out Response card asking everyone to take time to fill it out and to remain seated for a couple final announcements.
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· Work with your ministry leader team to follow up with every student. Don’t miss out on this opportunity for a follow up small group.  Make sure to invite anyone who fell through the follow-up cracks during the year as well.
· Campus Life isn’t just about Club. Many times ministry stops during the summer because there is may not be Club, keep doing the RMA’s. Spend time with leaders and kids!



PLAN AHEAD
Senior Night is next week. Ask seniors to suggest some of their favorite games to be played at their last Club.
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