
HONESTY
SERIES: THINK DIFFERENT
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The purpose of this series is for students to see that what is trending in the world isn't always what is best. We hope that students could begin to rethink the way they think in their school by living out some of Jesus' opposite principles outlined in Matthew. This week's club focuses on removing the lies to being more honest with each other. The trends are to lie and cover up while Jesus teaches us to let our "yes" be yes and our "no" be no and to Think Different.
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· 15-20 well known song lyrics typed backwards (example: “Bass that about all…”)
· 5-6 XXL Hoodies
· Bread, peanut butter and jelly
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Theme night: backwards week. Encourage your students to come to club dressed “backwards.” If you make flyers, write everything backwards in the flyer for this week. Think creatively on how you can set up your club room backwards as well.
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Welcome to backwards week!! You all look great! Let’s take a selfie…

**Have a leader take a group selfie from the stage of everyone in their backwards clothes. It would be funniest if you had them stand facing away from the camera. 
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HOODY LEGS RELAY
Divide your group into 5-6 even teams based on how many oversized hoodies you have. Students will line up behind a cone. The person at the front of the line will put their legs through the arm holes of the hoody and their head through the head hole. They will run forwards to the end of the club room and run backwards back to their line. Student will take the hoody off and hand it off to the next person. First team to have their entire group done wins! For a variation of this game, check out http://funninja.org/project/hoodie-legs/

BACKWARDS NAME THAT TUNE
Divide your group in half for 2 equal teams. Have 2 volunteers from each team come to the front. A designated leader will read song lyrics backwards. Each team will take 2 turns guessing as many of the backwards songs as possible in 1 minute. Each correctly guessed song is a point. Backwards night surprise! Losing team gets a prize. (Candy for their whole team)
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INSIDE OUT PB&J
Select 2 new volunteers from the Name That Tune winning team. Have a leader tell them they will generously make them a pb & J sandwich. Have the leader assemble the sandwich “inside out” (bread in, pb and j out). First to finish the sandwich wins.
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Tonight we kick off our new series called “Think Different.” If you are on twitter, you know that a trending topic is an event or hashtag that everyone is talking about or doing. For example, trending this week on twitter is…(look up what is trending on twitter the week of this club).  There are some great trends out there, and some not so good trends. We hope to challenge you in the next few weeks to think differently, go against the grain and live a life that’s backwards from the negative trends around us. One of these trends is dishonesty. Get in your small groups and let’s talk about it!
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION
1. Have you ever gotten totally busted for lying? Tell us the story.
2. Would you consider yourself a generally honest person? Why or why not?
3. Do you think most kids at your school are honest people? Why or why not?
4. When do you find it most difficult to be honest? Why?
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Sometimes when we really want people to believe what we are saying, we have the tendency to use strong phrases to convince people. We say things like “I swear,” “for real,” “I mean it,” “#tbh”(to be honest) and more. Why do we do that? (Allow for a couple of student crowd responses.)

This is obviously not a new thing. In fact, in the times when the Bible was written they had a lot of their own phrases to convince people they were telling the truth. They would swear an oath. You may have heard a friend say something like “I swear to God.” This is a lot like what they were doing in Jesus’ day. Oaths would get more and more outlandish. People would even swear an oath on their own head. They would say things like, “I swear on my own head that ____.” If all of this sounds ridiculous, that’s because it is.

The reality is that being an honest person isn’t exactly trendy. Dishonesty is living life with a filter.  The life with no filter is honesty. While no one in their right mind would openly admit that they are dishonest, if we dig deep enough we’ll see that it is trendy to fake it. We lie because sometimes the truth feels difficult. For this reason, we have to work hard for people to believe our word by using oaths like these. 

Dishonesty shows itself in a few ways: We are verbally dishonest when we tell a lie to avoid trouble or conflict. This might be with our parents, teachers, or even a friend. Some of us know that this usually doesn’t end well.

We are dishonest when we cheat or game the system to get ahead.

We are also dishonest about who we are when we try to be something we are not.  We push down all the things that make us unique and fake it in order to be cool. 

Jesus spoke out against this dishonesty. He taught that we shouldn’t swear “oaths.” Why? Jesus says, “All you need to say is simply ‘yes’ or ‘no.’” In other words, if we were just known as honest people, would we ever need to say “I swear?”  (Matthew 5:33-37). Jesus pushed people to Think Different when he was around and he still pushes us this way today.

Our challenge for you this week is to go against the grain and be honest, authentic, and real where ever you go. It’s not always easy to be real and be honest when it seems like so many aren’t, but the reality is that truth sets us free. What would it look like if we didn’t have to fake it? What if we were known as being so honest that people always believed what we were saying? I hope to be that way, and I hope the same is true of you.
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1. This week, take a selfie and post it without filter. Caption it with a sentence that starts with “If I’m most honest…#abovethenoise.”
2. (Any YFCAMP related announcements)
3. Make sure all kids know about the Grab A Soda opportunity in case they missed it while checking in at club.
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APPOINTMENTS
“Grab a Soda” At the front door this week, have a card (attached) available for kids who want to grab a soda with a leader! (Please do not use these cards without following through on appointments!)

CONTACTING
[bookmark: _GoBack]As the year comes to a close contacting becomes a little tougher. Keep meeting new kids! Trips are a great reason to meet new kids. Spend some time this week with your team meeting new kids and telling them about summer trips.
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Plan a meeting with your volunteer team to go over and plan each of the clubs for the next month. Provide food and fun!  If you’ve been doing the majority of the wrap-ups, get ministry leaders each to sign up for one of the remaining ones.
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Be thinking ahead for the upcoming Battle of the Sexes: Redemption club and discussion on pornography (Club 04 of Think Different Series). Have you figured out your venue for boy/girl separated wrap ups yet?
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