
CONTENTMENT
SERIES: THINK DIFFERENT
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The trend in our world is whoever has the best stuff wins. We think having the nicer clothes, latest Apple or Samsung gadget, and coolest house is what will give us happy lives and friendships. Jesus teaches us that we spend way more time thinking/worrying about this than what actually matters: a relationship with God and others. We want students to start thinking differently about being grateful and content.
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Boom Boom Blindman
· 4 Blindfolds, 
· 4 separate sets of balloons (each a different color)
Let’s Make a Deal
· $5 gift cards
· 3-4 “Gag” prizes (examples: stinky sock, empty toothpaste tube, can of sardines
· a few other prizes worth more than $5 (examples: $20 gift card, free week of camp, Pizza Party for them and 5 friends and their favorite leader)
· Numbered/decorated cardboard boxes
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Welcome to Campus Life! It is so great to see you today! Let’s waste no time and get started!
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BOOM BOOM BLINDMAN
Objective: If you are a normal player you need to pop the balloons of the other teams without getting touched by any blind man. If you are a blind man you need to protect your balloons and tag people coming to pop them.

Rules/Tips:
1) Split teens into 4 teams and send them to separate corners.
2) 1 blind man per team (teen with blindfold).
3) Place the balloons (about 15-30 for each team) in the 4 separate corners.
4) If you’re touched by yours or another team’s blind man you are out.
5) Blind man cannot touch balloons with hands.
6) Last team to have a balloon left that is not popped wins.
(Source: Youthleaderstash.com)

LET’S MAKE A DEAL
Setup: Put all of the gift cards in unlabeled manila envelopes. Put each gag prize or higher end prizes in their own numbered cardboard box. Stack the boxes creatively up front.

Rules: Just like in the show, you will choose a contestant from the crowd. At the beginning of each round, you will show them that they can have a $5 gift card (Don’t tell them what the gift card is for.) or make a deal. By making a deal, they have the opportunity to win something better or end up with something worthless. If they choose to make a deal, they can trade their gift card for a prize in a numbered box. Have them open the box and show the crowd what they got. Continue until you run out of gift cards or high-end prizes.
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Some of us are content to take the sure deal, while others are more willing to risk it all for something better. $5 is pretty great. FREE $5 is even better! What makes us want to give up 5 free dollars? The truth is the trend in our culture is we are always wanting more. We could take 5 free dollars but what if there’s something shinier and better? We’re always looking for the best stuff. We want the latest and greatest Apple/Samsung gadget, we want the slick new Beats headphones, the coolest clothes.... The question is, where does it stop? Get in groups of 5-6 and let’s talk about it…
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION
1. What’s the coolest gift you’ve ever received? How did you feel when you received it?
2. Have you ever had something really valuable to you break or get lost? Tell us about it. How did you handle it when it broke or got lost?
3. What’s something you’ve always wanted but can’t have? Why do you want it?
4. Is it a bad thing to want to have lots of things? Why? 
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VIDEO
Think Different – Contentment
Available on YFC Impact where you download curriculum video
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Daniel Norris is a MLB player who chose to live in his van despite his professional sports salary. More quotes and information here: 
http://espn.go.com/espn/feature/story/_/id/12420393/top-blue-jays-prospect-daniel-norris-lives-own-code 
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In a culture that tells us that more is better and that we should have the latest greatest stuff, we have Daniel Norris. Major League Baseball players make millions of dollars, but for some reason, Daniel rejected that life and lives simple in an old beat up VW van. Why? 

Stories like Daniel’s really make you think about what’s truly important. When I was a kid I wanted __________ more than anything. (Tell a story about a time when you wanted something but were let down when you got it.) iPhones will go out of date, Beats headphones break, clothes and shoes wear out. So why do we treat them like they’re so important? 

Initially, it’s really nice to get stuff. It feels good. But sometimes our stuff can lead us to neglect people. The “stuff” we desire in life is a trap—it keeps us from the stuff that is important. How many of you have ignored your family because you were playing on your smart phone? 

Again, Jesus raises the bar and challenges us to Think Different. This is what he says about our stuff: (From Matthew 6:19-21)

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Let’s focus on that last statement. Where is your treasure? Is it in your Xbox/Playstation? Is it in your iPad? The things we choose to treasure show us where our heart is according to Jesus. For example, when we ignore our best friend because we are checking our instagram, our heart is for our stuff instead of our friend. Make sense?

Here’s a challenge for you. What if instead of putting such a high value on having new and shiny stuff, we treasured our family and friends? What if our treasure was to try our best to be loving and kind to others? Our challenge is for you to think about what really matters in life. How can you and I start to put our material things in the right perspective?

Here’s another truth. Jesus offers us Himself as our treasure as well. He treasures you and me so much that he literally gave his life for you and me. A relationship with God is available to us because of what He has done. It never breaks, never goes out of date, never gets worn out, won’t fail, and can’t be stolen. 
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1. Take a selfie this week with someone you treasure #abovethenoise.  Take the picture today or tomorrow and then say goodbye to social media for the week.  Spend that time with the people you treasure.
2. Camp Announcements
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BUILDING TIME
If someone won the pizza party prize in “Let’s Make A Deal,” make sure that arrangements are made for that to happen.

BUILDING TIME
Start planning fundraisers for camp.  Get students involved with you—get ideas from them for how you could help kids get to camp.

APPOINTMENTS
Have the “Grab a Soda” cards available for students who want to have a soda with a leader this week.
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Challenge your leaders to invite a kid to “Grab a Soda” with them this week. Help them set up the date/time/location and communicate with the kid’s parents.
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Next Week is “Battle of The Sexes: Redemption.” Please be sure to plan ahead. Wrap up will separate girls/boys and handles some sensitive material. Don’t walk into next week unprepared!
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