
COUNTING THE COST
SERIES: THINK DIFFERENT
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During the Think Different series, students will have discovered that following Jesus makes you think differently than this world. Ultimately, we hope they have seen that living this way leads to true freedom and the potential to set a new pattern in their world. Students will be challenged to consider this cost of following Jesus. The good news is that we don't have to do it alone.
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· Trivia questions for Buzzer game on Power Point or poster
· Challenge supplies for Buzzer game.
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Put colorful signs around the room with different trends (good and bad) as hashtags.
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Welcome to Club! Turn to the person on your left and give them knucks. Everyone find a partner!
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ROCK PAPER SCISSORS SLIDE
The object of the game is to make your opponent fall or do the splits. Here’s how this works:

Each person finds a partner. The two players will stand facing each other. Their right toe needs to be touching the right toe of their opponent. They will then place their left foot behind their right foot with the left toe touching the right heel. 

Once they are standing correctly, they will play a round of standard rock, paper, scissors. The winner of each round of rock paper scissors will take their front foot, and place it behind the other foot. The loser will slide their front foot forward until their toe touches their opponent’s foot. This process repeats and the opponents will get more and more stretched out. Loser is the one who falls or gives up.

BUZZER QUIZ
Bring 4 students up to the front. On the screen or on a poster board, you will give them a trivia question. Instead of a buzzer like the ones they have on game shows, they must be the first to complete a challenge. As soon as a question is read and they think they know the answer, they can begin the challenge. First one to complete a “buzzer” activity can attempt to answer the question. If they get it wrong, the next person that finished the buzzer gets a chance to steal. 

Examples of good buzzer challenges are: First to eat 2 Twinkies, first to do 10 pushups, first to blow up/tie a balloon and then pop it, first to run all the way to the back of the club room and back.
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You guys are really smart! Tonight we wrap our series called Trending. We’ve talked about the trends that the world promotes, and we’ve also talked about some different ways to live.  Get together with your small group to chat some more about trends.
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION
1. We’ve talked about honesty, respect, contentment and love vs. lust.  Which of these would you like to focus on improving in your life?
2. Do you see how these things can be filters in your life (cover/hide other stuff that’s going on)?
3. Do you think you are capable of avoiding all of these worldly on your own?

[image: ]
For the past few weeks we’ve been talking about thinking differently about the world around us and the trends that are followed. When we think of a trending topic, we tend to think of things that everyone is talking about on Twitter or other sites. There are also trends that exist in everyday life like a clothing fad or something that everyone else around you is doing. It’s up to you to decide whether you are going to follow the trends are not. Some trends are good, some not so good. The not so good ones we talked about are dishonesty, disrespect, chasing material treasure, and lust. These are all things that world says are ok, but that’s not life with no filter. Life with no filter means choosing a different way.

You may have noticed as we talked through these that we quoted Jesus a lot. Jesus constantly challenges people to go against the grain and buck the trends. He really raised the bar on some of those didn’t he? He really pushes people to think differently about the world around them.

The reason we did that was because all of us as leaders are followers of Jesus. That’s what we are going to talk about today. Sometimes it’s not considered cool or trendy to be a follower. We want to be our own person right? We want to be unique and cool in our own way. 

The truth is whether you realize it or not, everyone follows someone. You are a follower. You may follow everyone else to fit in, you may follow your friends or your family, you may follow society by trying to look cool/wear the right clothes, or like us you may follow Jesus.

After all we talked about these past few weeks, following Jesus sounds difficult right? Love our enemies? This is tough stuff. It’s hard to go against the trends of this world. Here’s what Jesus has to say about it:

“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14)

What Jesus is saying here is that so many people are on the wide road to destruction. I think if you and I were most honest we would say that we’ve been on that road before. We’ve followed the wrong path and made a destructive mess out of our lives. Is there anyone in here who has never made a mistake? The unfortunate reality is that our mistakes have consequences. There are consequences to ourselves, from the people we hurt, and ultimately consequences from God. 

The truth is that the way of Jesus is actually what leads us to freedom and real life. There is a consequence to our past mistakes, but God loves us so much that He sent Jesus to pay that consequence for us on the cross. 

To follow Jesus is to take the narrow road that leads to life, not the trendy road. If you decide to follow Jesus, your life will look very differently from the trends we see around us. At times it might even be difficult or even seem uncool. However we don’t walk the narrow road alone. God will be with us every step of the way. I don’t know about you, but I would do a lot better in life with God at my side guiding me.

You are invited today to walk the narrow road and follow Jesus. What that means is to accept his free gift of grace and forgiveness, realize that you can’t do it alone, and allow God to lead your daily life. 
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Photo Challenge: take a picture that demonstrates honesty, respect, contentment or love.  Post it with #abovethenoise.
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SMALL GROUPS
Based on students’ responses to this club, you may be able to start a 6 week small group with a group of kids to continue the journey.

CORE TEAM
Honesty, respect, contentment and love are difficult to show or act in. Talk to some of your Core Team kids about these areas this week. As followers of Jesus they have to strive to show these.
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Have a volunteer game night and plan through the next club series as a team.
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