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Please time to prepare/digest/think about this story and discussion. You have the opportunity to help lost kids who have made bad choices understand that God loves them anyway. Be creative and think of the best way to communicate this parable to your kids.
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https://open.spotify.com/user/campuslife1965
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Welcome to our series “Bad Things.” We have all experienced bad days, bad stuff and made bad choices. In this series we be discussing those three topics and how we should respond when Bad Things happen in our life. 
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CAN'T DO THAT - CLASS COMPETITION 
ITEMS NEEDED:
[  ] 4 grand slam pops
[  ] Stopwatch or watch with a second hand
[  ] Ho-Ho’s (enough for four kids to eat in 27 seconds)
[  ] Scoreboard 

DIRECTIONS:
1. Each class bids (decides the fewest seconds or bites, or most people it will take them to complete the "challenge"). 
2. Teams select their contestant and submit their bid in writing. 
3. Attempt the challenge, starting with the contestant from the team with the easiest bid. 
4. All successful teams get 1000 points. 
5. If the team with the lowest bid is successful they receive 1000 bonus points
(Be sure to tell teams this in advance to set up competitive bidding).

CHALLENGE 1: CENTIPEDE
- What is the most number of people you can balance with only 3 feet and two hands touching the floor and hold for 7 seconds?

CHALLENGE 2: GRAND SLAM
- How many seconds will it take a member of your team drink a "big slam" pop (soda-east, "coke"-south)

CHALLENGE 3: CLOCK-WISE
- Your team will try to sit down in exactly 30 seconds. Within how many seconds can you do it?

CHALLENGE 4: Ho-Ho Hog
- In how many Ho-Ho’s can a member of your team eat in 27 seconds (swallowed & mouth clean)?

CHALLENGE 5: PEOPLE PRESS
- How many seconds will it take 4 of your team members to lift 5 others up over their heads - 500 penalty points for ANY drop (must gently lift and lay back down onto the floor.
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The past two weeks we’ve talked about “Bad Days” and “Bad Stuff.” We simply do not live in a perfect world and will always have to deal with stuff outside our control that happens to us. Tonight we turn our attention to “Bad Choices” and their consequences. The fact is we create a lot of our own problems when we make the wrong choice. Here are just a few examples:
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United Healthcare Commercials 
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1. Your thought about these “bad choices” clips?
2. Have you ever had a good idea that ended badly? 
3. Why do you think we make bad choices, even we we know the outcome? 
4. How can we prevent more bad choices in the future? 
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It shouldn’t surprise you that the Bible just might have something to say about bad choices. When we make a bad choice we often:
· Feel really embarrassed – What are people saying about me?  
· Feel really dumb – How could I have done that? 
· Feel really guilty – I really let myself and others down. 
· Feel ashamed – Now, I don’t deserve... respect, forgiveness, love 
· Feel hopeless – It’s never going to get better. 
I think that is why Jesus told this story which describes how God responds when we make a bad choice.

Pass out handouts and pens. (ATTACHED)
Tell/present the story of the prodigal son. 

Lead a discussion to create the chart on the handout attached. Have them come up with the choice and come up with results and lesson learned. (The five paragraphs represent the five choices the prodigal son made: chose to leave, chose to party, chose to change, chose to return, chose to stay).

If God’s the father and you’re the son, why did Jesus tell this story? What’s His point?
Highlight the key points as they parallel the Gospel and offer an opportunity to respond (quotes from NLT).

We too choose to LEAVE
- “took a trip” 
- Romans 3:23 - (sin is our attitude of ignoring or resisting God)

We too choose to PARTY
- “wasted all his money on wild living” (bad choices)
 - Isaiah 59:2 - suffer the consequences of our actions / find ourselves in need (“he began to starve”)

We too can choose to CHANGE
- “when he finally came to his senses” - he realized he’d be better off back home 
- I Pet 3:18
 - realize that only through Jesus we can get home to God

We too can choose to RETURN
- “so he returned home to his Father” 
- “Now it's time to change your ways! Turn to face God so he can wipe away your sins...” Acts 3:19 (MSG)

We too have the opportunity to STAY
- “was lost...now found” 
- I John 1:9 - be forgiven,
 - Colossians 2:6&7 - beginning of a life long relationship
- We too will experience the PARTY! (“and so the party began”)
 
Take time to acknowledge that there are four possible responses to this story (see comment card). Pray
a prayer for first time decisions and then recommitments.
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NAME ___________________________________
Please check one of the following:
[  ] Tonight I asked Jesus into my life for the first time.
[  ] Tonight I recommitted my life to follow Jesus.
[  ] I already have a relationship with Jesus.
[  ] I am not ready to make a decision at this time.

Comments/Questions (use back)
[  ] I’d like talk to a leader.
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