3 – GOING TO CHURCH (IS NOT ENOUGH)LOSING YOUR RELIGION 
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https://open.spotify.com/user/campuslife1965
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IT ALL ADDS UP
ITEMS NEEDED:
	[ ] 8 1/2 by 11 sheets of paper with a large number 1 to 9 written on them (one for each person)
DIRECTIONS
· Give each person a sheet of paper.
· Staff calls out a number from 10 to 40.
· Students get in groups that add up to that number and sit down.
· After two or three practice rounds begin to eliminate students that do not "add up."
· Continue until only one group "adds up" and give candy.
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SHUFFLE THE DECK

ITEMS NEEDED:
[  ] Decks of playing cards so every student and staff has one card.
DIRECTIONS
· Hand each student a playing card.
· Everyone mingle while music plays.  
· Stop the music and call out a combination of cards.
. Example: four of a kind, flush, two pair, straight, full house, etc.
· Students get in groups of that combination
· Call out a question for the groups to answer (be sensitive to your club – but some ideas):
· Something we should all do as a Campus Life club is…
·  The best thing about this school year for me…
·  Something I learned at Campus Life this year…
·  Key point from the last two weeks for you (if you’ve been here).
·  Why do you love Campus Life?
·  Do you think God cares if you go to church?
·  Who do you know that seems to have a good relationship with God? 
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I’VE GOT YOUR NUMBER 
ITEMS NEEDED:
[  ] Business card
[  ] Pen

IN ADVANCE	
· Fold business card in half 
· On one side write these three numbers: 349, 472, and 768
· Write the total (1589) on a large sheet of paper, place it in an envelope and tape it on the wall before club
DIRECTIONS
· Hold the folded business card in palm of hand with blank side facing out
· Go around the room and have three different students whisper a number (between 111 and 999) in your ear that you write down so that only they can see it.
· Go back up front and bring up a student with all A’s in math -- while doing this discretely flip the card over in your hand so that your set up numbers are facing out.
· While you hold the card have the student total the numbers (ones, tens, hundreds) as you write them.  Have the student announce the total out loud.
· Say something like “before club tonight I wrote a number on a sheet of paper, put it in an envelope and taped it to the wall”
· Ask student who gave you the total to reveal the posted number.
· Do not reveal your secret.  This will drive some students nuts for weeks to come and you can have a lot of fun with it. (Or promise to do it again next week and reveal the answer then!)
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Say something like:  So far in this series we’ve said just believing in God is NOT enough and just being good is NOT enough.  Tonight we ask if just going to church enough?  It’s a good question because it seems like a lot of people go to church, but their life doesn’t look much different.  I’m not sure it means a lot to them.  Here is a classic church movie scene:  
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Losing Your Religion – Going To Church
[bookmark: _GoBack]Available on YFC Impact where you download curriculum video
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1. What are some of the points the writers are making?

Key quotes for reference: 
· I hate going. 
· Why can’t I worship God in my own way?
· Relax. Those pious morons are too busy talking to their phony baloney God.
· This book doesn’t have any answers.
· What’s the point of going to church every Sunday if someone has a genuine religious experience and we ignore it?

2. Not a ringing endorsement of church!  I’m curious.  There is a wide array of church experiences represented here in the room.  Some of us would agree with some of Homer’s points.  But let’s take the other side for a second.  What IS the point of going to church?  What are some GOOD experiences you’ve had?

3. What could the church do better to help you have a real relationship with God?
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Just going to church is NOT enough.  We cannot earn our way to God by how often we go, how much money we give, and whether or not we help in the nursery.
BUT, that doesn’t mean church is not a potentially helpful habit!  It probably comes down to our attitude more than anything else.  The Bible says, “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another… (Hebrews 10 24-25).
	Church is our opportunity to:
· Grow in our understanding of who God really is.
· Grow in our commitment to follow Jesus and live God’s way.
· “Spur one another on toward love and good deeds” (some personal examples)
· “Encourage one another.”





Here’s the thing about church. Church has been given to us as a great opportunity. It is not something that is required of us in order for God to love us. Instead it is a way for us to love and take care of others and for that love and care to happen to us too. 
So two opportunities for you: 
1. If you attend church, look for the positives that help you know God better.  And look for a way to serve that you are not currently doing.
2. If you do not attend church, ask a staff person and visit with them for a couple of weeks and see what you are missing! (NOTE to staff: you could have an action plan together for students to sign up and go with staff and key students.
3. This series ends next week.  If just believing in God is NOT enough, and just being good is NOT enough, and just going to church is NOT enough, what IS enough?  Don’t miss it! Be here!  
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Follow through on the offer to take students to church.
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