1 – BELIEVING IN GOD (IS NOT ENOUGH)LOSING YOUR RELIGION 
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https://open.spotify.com/user/campuslife1965
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Welcome to our brand new series – Losing your Religion.  Might not sound like a typical Campus Life series.  I know many people avoid talking about religion at all.  And that’s not surprising because religion can be: (powerpoint)
· confusing (why are there so many different beliefs?); 
· embarrassing (why do some religious practices seem so weird?);                                  
· disappointing (where was God when I really needed Him?)

But because people aren’t talking about religion, they end up believing whatever they hear from others – without really thinking it out.  They believe things like: (powerpoint)
· Just believing in “god” is good enough.
· Just being a good person is good enough.
· Just going to church is good enough.

This month Campus Life dares to go there and talk about it – and ask if these beliefs ARE good enough.  Whatever you do don’t join British actor and comedian Ricky Gervas (Jer-vase) and write off religion completely because of one childhood experience.
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Losing Your Religion 1
He said that at eight years old he “knew she was hiding something from me.”  And he “made the conclusion that (his brother) was right.”  I hope he doesn’t live his whole life on 8 year old impressions!  Did anything else strike you about his statements?  
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BODY FLOSSING (Spoon and String) 
ITEMS NEEDED:
[ ] A spoon for each team (Keep them in the freezer if possible.) 
[ ] A ball of string for each team (nylon is best, not the scratchy twine).  Tie the spoons to the end the balls of string. 
DIRECTIONS:
· Divide into even teams of 15 - 20, and line up single file.
· The first person puts the spoon DOWN shirt and pant-leg.  
· When it comes out the pant-leg the next person should thread the spoon and string UP his pants and shirt.
· Repeat the UP and DOWN threading through the whole line.  
· Once the spoon is out of the last person's shirt or pant leg, the first person pulls the spoon back through.
· First team unthreaded and sitting down wins.
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BALDERDASH – CAMPUS LIFE STYLE
Some people think religion is just made up.  So let’s make up some definitions ourselves!
ITEMS NEEDED:
[  ] Five copies of definition cards (attached)  
Ahead of time write the correct definition on one of the cards for each word:
	1. MORAT (mo-ratt) -- A drink made of honey and mulberry juice.  
	2. ACCIPITER (ah-sip-it-urr) -- A nose bandage.
	3. UPANGA (oo-pang-gah) -- A small flute played with the nose.
	4. IDIOLALLA (id-ee-oh-la-la) -- A crazy condition when the person makes up his own language.
	5. BUBUKLE (boo-buck-ull) -- a small red pimple.
[  ] 1 pen or pencil for each team.

DIRECTIONS
· Divide into 4 teams (by class)
· One volunteer from each class come up front
· Staff picks a definition card, pronounces the word and spells it (and writes it up front for all to see)
· Hand definition cards to volunteers who fill in their class grade and neatly write out a possible, believable definition. 
· Staff collects and shuffles definition cards (including their correct one)
· Read each definition twice (keep volunteers from giving away which answer was theirs)
· Each class quickly picks the definition they believe to be correct (by majority rule)
·     Staff tally each class's pick on the appropriate card

· SCORING
· 3 points if another team picks your definition
· 5 points if your team picks the correct definition
· 1-3 bonus points for making up a definition that is very close to the real one or extremely creative
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“God’s Not Dead” movie clips.
Tonight we ask if it is enough to just believe in “god”. Show VIDEO.
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1. Anything stand out to you in these clips? (or other comments from those who actually saw the movie?)

2. God’s Not Dead is a fictitious story, but it represents what goes on in college classes every day.  Many profs apparently see it as their duty to intimidate 18 year old “kids” just because they have the power ( or the grading system) to do it.  Doesn’t make them right!  Most of you will not debate a prof someday, but how do you think you will handle the “challenge?”

3. What are some things you can do to develop a solid belief in God?  

4. So…can just “believing in God” be enough?  
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Start with a quick example of when your faith was challenged and how you responded.

This is what Jesus had to say:
Read: Matt 21:28-32 

In those days the worst of the worst, bottom of the barrel of humanity, according to the religious leaders were prostitutes and tax collectors. 

Prostitutes - Having sex outside of marriage was one of the worst things you could do in their culture.  So the idea of a woman who would do that as a way of making money would be so vile that she would be the worst of all females in their culture. 		

Tax Collectors - A tax collector would be a Jewish man that is working for the Roman government by forcing his own people to pay huge taxes.  A lot of the tax collectors were greedy and would take more than what the Roman government asked them to and keep it for themselves. So they would be considered the worst of all males.

Jesus had seen prostitutes and tax collectors believe in Him and it changed their lives.  On the other hand, the religious leaders, for the most part refused to believe or change.  

Here’s what the story Jesus told might look like if it happened today:
Parable of Two Sons Skit 

The two sons from Jesus’ story both acknowledged the existence of the father and the father’s request, but one ultimately did what he was asked to do and the other didn’t.  You might summarize it by saying it doesn’t matter what you SAY you believe, or are going to do; it only matters what you REALLY believe and what you really do! 

So let’s look at what this means today. Over 80% of America “believes in God, so most of the people in this room would say that you “believe” in God. But is that enough? James 2:19, in the Bible, says “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.” Just “believing” there is a God is not enough!  

Jesus is described as being God in the flesh and that to see him was to see God. Jesus said “I am the Way. No one can come to the Father except through me” (John 14:6).  If you really believe in God, get to know Jesus and then choose to follow Jesus!

If you want to get together with staff and chew on this some more just let us know.  Otherwise – see you all next week and we’ll see if just being a good person is good enough! 
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This would be a great week for a movie night to watch God’s Not Dead.  It is really a great story.  Be ready to address the professor getting killed at the end – I still don’t like that part!  Large clubs may want to even offer more than one time slot to avoid too big of a group, and to get better discussion about it afterwards.
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